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"that every * hath 2 with 
the Excise, except the CA 
MAN; Whereas it aj 
counts from all Parts of 


very far from having ane with 
ad Pen Far be in no ſuch Dif? poſition, till 
[ey have ſecured Themſelves and their 1 
Er as it lies in their Power, againſt the Revis 
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er Himſelf hath not yet done with his Scheme; 
wough ſuch 4 national Rebuff as He lately - 
met with 5 all Parties was ſufficient, one would 
think, to induce any Man in his right Scnfſes to 
op a Proje® fo e adious, and to burx 
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Defeat, or the terrible Exigency of his Affaire, 
ſome ſecret Engagements, not fit to be re- 
veald, have got the better of his Reaſon, and are 
predominant in his Mind above all other Conſide- 
rations. I do not ſpeak This without good Grounds; 
for, not to inſiſt on the Converfation of his Agent. 
and Emiſſari's in Cofſte-houſes and other publick 
Places, vor even the Language of much hig her Per- 
ſons, He hath taken effectual Care to convince us 
that the ſame Deſign is ſtill in being, and that He 
only waits a more convenient Opportunity for put- 
ting it in Execution. Ever ſince his memorable 

5 Overthrow laſt Spring, the whole Poſſe of his An. 
vocates have been taught to tune their mercenary 
Quills in Praiſe of the Attempt, and to mourn over 

te Lols of it. A Multitude of ſelect Hands, in 
i niſtetial Pay, have been employed to frame Apo- 


o 


logics for Him, of various Kinds; and the poor, 
Sackney Beaſts. of the Poſt-Office have cronchd un- wh 
Her their Bunt hen. Circular Letters have been ſent I tru: 
in the Name of Mr. Jos. Bert, to all the Po- wa 
muaſters in the Kingdom, with Orders to make theſe I plo: 
Papers as, publick as They can; to ſend up thee: 
Names of all Perſons within their Delivery, who fan 
| keep Co e- Honſes, where Gentlemen reſort to read Of 
the News, that They likewiſe may be furniſhed with ic 
them GRATIS , Es moſt private Families of dr 
any Note have had them crouded in upon Then Ma 
ne: 5h lame Hands. ͤ EL = 
I Though the Pof-Ofice was never before profti-ſ of 
cated in ſuch a Manner, this Method of diſperſing 


* * , n 5 ® „„ waf* 4 T e 25 + oy * 7 
Pamphlets is not new in it ſelf, but only A dull Tre 


7 mitation of Doctor Anodyne and other Qua 


the Towns who ate obliged to write Books in 
their own Praiſe, and order them to be given * 8 
way gratis to all Perſons, who will be fo kind aas ll 
to read them. But Doctor Anodyne, like moſt 
Originals, hath vaſtly the Advantage of his Imitator; 
about Children's Necks, with doing any Miſchief; 
whereas the Projector y Packets contain nothing but 
Infection and, like Pandora's Box, are deſign d to 
ſpread Milchict, wherever they are opened. | 11 
It would be endleſs to enumerate, and much more Wifi 
to anſwer, all the Productions of this Kind, which i 
haye been ſpread through the Kingdom within a 
few Months paſt; but one of them having been 
diſpers'd in uncommon Quantities, and with mort 
than ordinary Induſtry, I am induced to beſtow 
ſome Pains upon it; and from this Specimen of 
their Reaſoning I ſhall leave my Countrymen to 
judge of the reſt. . 


We were given to underſtand, ſeveral Months i 
ago, that a notable Treatiſe was coming forth, 
which would intirely ſatisfy the People, 'as to the 
true Intention of the late Exci/e-Scheme ;, nay, it 
was confidently affirm d that the Prejector had em- 
ployed one of his Prelatical Advocates to draw it 
up; but by ſeveral characteriſtical Strokes con- 
u tained in it, I am apt to think that my Friend _ 
Carus was the Penman. of this Piece, in Conjun- 
ji ion with that conſummate Stateſman, whoſe 'Blun- 
al ders in foreign Affairs are now come to their full 
em Maturity, and who ſeems ambitious, at preſent, ; 


to diſtinguiſh his Genius as conſpicuouſly, in Points 


* 


5 


of domeſtick Government. 


Before I enter into the Matter of this favaurite 


ie Page; in which our Author condeſcends ro 
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Treatiſe, I cannot forbear ſtopping a little at e 


Brewers, who frequently hang out a fine, gilded 
Buſb, in order to 


impartially conſider d. By a Friend to the ENoLIGk 


Marks of a miniſterial Hack diſcover d Themſelves 
in every Page; for inſtead of finding this Affair 
impartiallh conſider d, as one might reaſonably ex- 


\ . whole Picce appeared to be a for 


Miſrepreſentation of the Oppoſition on che other.— 
But I have not yet done with the Title; for even 
the Motto deſerves a little Conſideration. It ſtands 
thus, both in the Pamphlet jt ſelf, and all the A. 
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age, found it thus, vizg - 
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imitate thoſe ſad Dogs the Vintners and ine 


* 


"pig bad Liquors, —It runs in 
the following Words. PO A AR 
The Riſe and Fall of the late projected Excise 


%% Fo no os 
It is impoſſible for any Pamphlet to bear an 
honeſter Title; but as ſoon as I open'd it, the 


pe& from à Friend to the F the 
8 id uſtifica- 
tion of the Meaſures on one Side, and the ſillieſt 


wertiſement s. 


—— Remember, O my Friends, the Laws, 

The LtsexTy, the generous Plan of Power, 

Deliver d down by your renown'd. Forefathers, 
The Price of ſo much Blood, and never ſuffer Ir 
| 4x 70 Peri in your Hands. 5 X Caro. 7%; 


Upon reading theſe Lines, I remember'd ſome-M F 
thing like them; but was ſurprized to ſee the T1 
Tragedy of Caro quoted for them, and was ſurciſh. 
that Mr. AppxsoN could not be guilty of cloath-· hi, 
ing ſo noble a Sentiment in ſuch low, flat, inhar- 


monious Verſification. I therefore immediatelyed : 


took down his Works, and, turning to the Fal Woct: 


WT tl Remember 


5 3 25 as the 1 the Rights, 
The generous Plan of Power deliver'd down, 


From 2. to Age, by ar renown'd Forefathers, 
$0: dearly boighs, the Price o much Blood. po 


O, let it never periſh in your Hands, 1 
8 But # prof UTR ir to 1 5 PR 8 


erſes together, that ee! is not a 5 as one 
Line alike; and that the Confiderer, by transfu- 
ing them into his Title Page, hath loſt all the Spi- 
fit, all the Muſick, all the Cadence, and all the 
Pathos, which are ſo beautiful in the. Original. 
Never was ſo fine a Writer mangled in ſo terrible 
Manner. It puts me in mind of an ignoraut, 
buntry Carate, who ſpent the greateſt Part of his 
Life in correcting 7 /lorſons Sermons; into bad 
Language, and preaching them for his own. 
a any Body of a tolerable Ear read*the laſt 
ine, without being ſhock'd ? If our excellent Lau- 
at had been on one Side of this Seribbler, and 
ſpben Duck on the other, They would cer- 
anly have luggd Him by the Ears, telling Him 
ut Cato was a oe ram _ 

e Dol. never er 
Ir fo le in his "Hates. Ale. 


3 — Cy bias dure” 
This very es almoſt confirms me in 1 
he Conjecture that Carus was the Manufacturer . 2. 
bis Piece, under the Direction of his Maſter How» = | 
ace, for I am ſure theſt Lines, as He hath quo-- 
ed them, ſound more like an Iriſþ How! than the 1 
cetry of our Eneliſb Virgil. \"N 
. che * 8 A is as bad 2s d. Nv 


Far or wh had Mages Me. > Hanes «l | 
* 1585 Head of a Pamphlet, written in Defence d 
a SchExx for giving up eur Laws: and Lyne 
TIES, in one of the moſt eſſential pr He f 
might as well have quoted the Seventh | mani la 


ment, in uſtification ot Adultery. . ar 
The Piece itſelf contains 6 ia ix + 3" a E 
Repetition of the ſame empty Stuff, in Favour of 
Exciſes, which' hath been anſwered above fi N 
Times already; interlarded with the ſame Strain of? 
perſonal Calumny, and ſome new Aſſertions, as Cai”? 
| tain Gulliver calls them, of Things that are 1 P, 
Indced, all the Court Writers continue to te ' 
this Salis; juſt as if it had never been examine 's 
before; 5 inſiſt on the ſame ſtale Topicks oi 
Frauds, Improvement of the apr, and Rel fee 
From other Taxes, without taking the leaſt. Noti R 
of what hath been faid, in | 5 to Them; W's 
that I find my ſelf in "the ſame Condition vi © 
_ Andrew Marvel, when he was contending for I * 
. ES that infamous Tool Doctor 2 pe 
n aged with an Adverſary of 1 
7 oak e and in a Cauſe of the Ko na 
Mr. Marvels Apology muſt be mine. M hit bo ler 
my Readers and I to do, but pity one another? ſo 
muſt quote all over again, and They read i al ne 
and you will affirm, and deny ; deny and afin P, 
without any Regard to Truth, or ies 5 no 
= This and more We Ld endure, out "6 th 
uftice. me 

* 8 1 wil give the Publick ag » le Tx 4 
ble as poſſible, by contracting my Remarks in ch 
the ſhorteſt Compaſs, and referring the Reader F. 
other Writings, where the ſame Arguments, 1 
Aſſertions, have been more fully examined 4 1 

| ;oanfured.. : 7 


* Coy ft iderer begins with acquainting us l 
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ꝶ is intirely 1aid gfe; that That, WM 
. it a ſecond WM 
The that They, of all Mankind, are the %, 
h to bring it again on the Carpet ; and theres 
e ban all Apprebenſions of Danger from Them 
ave OW at an End; with ſeveral other 
Expreſſions of the fame Kind, which are ſcatter d 
[through the whole Pamphlet, and ought to be 
bok'd upon only as ſo many Auge of Things, 
hat are not; for though we are told that beides 
the moſt expreſs and poſitive Aſſurances to this 
Purpoſe, We may be convinced of it from the Na. 
ture of Things; I never heard of any ſuch Aſus 
rances, A, the preſent Declaration of our Au- 
er deſerves that Title; and if we may judge 
from the Nature of Things, there is the ſtrongeſt 
Reaſon to believe that the Scheme {till ſubſiſts in 
Its full Vigour. The Projector Himſelf hath been 
þ fir from giving it up, that bis Adtgrater have 
been employed, for ſeveral Months paſt, in trams 
peting forth the Advantages of it, and condoling 
with their Countrymen on the Miſcartiage of ſo 
national a Bleſſing. They have eyen had the Inſo- 
lence to tell us, both in publick and private, that 
ſo gloribus a Bill will, one Day, paſs by the ge- 
teral Conſent, nay cyen at the Requeſt, of alt - 


Parties; and the whole Drift of the Pamphlet 
now before us is manifeſtly calculated to work up 
the People to ſuch a Frenzy. This will appear 
more evident in every Page, as We go along. 

' Let us therefore ſee the State of the Caſe, as 
the Confidercr hath drawn it up, between ths 
H and. his Oppoſers. - A a 

The Scheme it ſelf, ſays He, and the Advan= 

© tages, or Inconveniences of it being intirely over, 
© it only remains to enquire wh are entitled to 


+ 


% our Reſentment (i any mult be expreſs upon 
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the Occaſion; ) Thoſe Gentlemen, who propoſed 
e this Scheme for preventing Frauas; or Thoſe, 
% coho for the Sake of Oppoſition, would ſuffer 
« thoſe Frauds to continue fill.” —What a modeſt, 
impartial Creature is This; and how very candidly 
docs He ſtate the Point in Diſpute ? The Pro. 
je&or, good Man! had no other View, you ſee, in 
propoling this Scheme than meerly the Prevention 
of Frauds; and his wicked Adverſaries, to a Man, 
were actuated by nothing but a Spirit of Oppo 
tion. Grant the (onſiderer but this one Pot, and 
J will defy the ſhreudeſt Man alive to 1 Pro 
reſt of his Book. Whatever Liberties He may N 
take with 7heſe Malignant, who oppoſed the Bill, Ä 
far be it from me to call in Queſtion the Honour r 
and Integrity of any Gentleman, who vored for it. not 
Let his Words ſtand in their full Extent, that ple 
theſe Gentlemen were ſwayed by no other Motive u 
than the Good of their Country; yet, at the fame 
Time, I muſt lay Claim to a ſmall Degree of 
Aſtoniſhment that this political Ray of Patriotiſm 
ſhould illuminate only one Set of Men, and that 
the whole Kingdom belides, both in Parliament 
and out of it, ſhould be in a State of Reprobation, 
blinded with the Spirit of Oppoſſtion to their own 
Intereſt, as well as That of the Nation. 
He proceeds in the ſame impartial Manner as 
follows. — © The real Foundation, upon which the 
« Gentlemen for the Bill procceded, was This and 
«no other. They believed it both reaſonable and 
« beneficial to take off the heavieft of the Duties 
« We now lye under, if This could be done, 
„ without laying a new Tay, meerly by collecting 
the proper Duties upon Wine and Tobacco. 
_ "The People's Memory muſt be as unſound as 
the Exciſe Advocates repreſent their Judgment, it 
They have forgot that the Prajeclor was ng 


7 


Inſtance, the Exciſe on Coffee, Tea and Chocolate 
Iwas uſherd in by the ſume Projefor with ſolemn 
Promiſes of great Eaſe to the Subject, and that it 
would prove a Means of diſcontinuing: other Du- 
ties more burthenſome. But how were theſe golden 


＋ 

„ noſt heavy Tax, that cver was laid on any Peo- 
+ ple; 1 mean the Exciſe on * Salt. As the Revi- 

e ral of is Exciſe proceeded from the Exciſe on 
e (ee, Tea and Chocolate, fo the intended Exciſe 
fon Mine and Tobacco would undoubtedly have been 
1 Widlowed with an Exciſe on Sugar and other 
© Things, notwithſtanding any miniſterial Promiſes. 
Sf ig rr CU TT i 1d; 
? The Reaſons aſſign d, in the next Paragraph, for 
1 the Exciſe Scheme, are the Negligence wa Cor 


re They uegligent? Becauſe often in an Hurry? 
To This I think it may be anſwered, that the 
Nation can better ſpare Time than Money; and 
the Difference in Time between doing a Thing 
right, and doing it wrong, is not very great. It 
does not therefore ſeem reaſonable that the Nation 
mould be brought into an expen/rve and deſtructive 
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* See the Caſe of the Revival of the Salt Duty, K. 
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Promiſes perform d? Why, by the Revival of the 
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ruption of Cu/tem-houſe Officers ; That is, of Ser- 
vants intirely at the Diſpoſal of the Projector. Why 
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Scheme, for the Sake of an Holiday, and ſome 


But why are theſe Officers corrupt? As to That, 
vr Ait hor is quite ſilent, and would willingly throw 
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the whole Blame upon the Merchants and Traders Wh Off 
who corrupt them; though it hath been fully pro- aun 
ved that this Emil hath another Root, and is 
chiefly owing to the great Patent Offices held in 4 
Truſt for Perſons, who never go near the Cuſſon . tee 
Houſe, but leave the Execution of their Duty to per 
Depaties, with little or no Salaries; which they arc{Wanc 
_ obliged tor a Maintenance to make up in Perqui.ſ thi 
Ates. Theſe Patent Officers were eſtabliſhed, and ga 
had Deputies allowed Them, when the Con #1 
were but 5 per Ceut. and conſequently there wa ji 
bur little 'Vemptation for Frauds. Another Reaſon i! 
for theſe Frauds is, that the inferior Officers of th i 
Cuftom-houſe are not in the Nomination of the Con. in 
 miffioners, like the Officers of Exciſe, but are apf 
pointed by the Treaſury; and, when found guiltyſ by 
of any Otfnce, are frequently ſupported by 750% to 
who firſt recommended Them. In This confiftsMl 9 
the only Difference between Exciſemen and C ©: 
Nom houſe Officers, as to their Probity and Con tt 
duct = 1 Collection of the Revenue, This way b. 
conſeſs d by the Commiſfioners of the Cufloms them. p! 
ſelves, at ff Bar. of the Holle; chough it way tk 
viſible enough that the Subſtance of their Evidence 
I know not by what Management, was far from ce 
being calculated either for the Credit, or Intereſ l 
af their ou Office, Is it not therefore very hard F 
that the Nation ſhould be at an exorbitant Pri c 
to maintain a Parcel of Drones in theſe great Si, 
ktures, and at the ſame Time pay for the Infidelity 
of their Deputies; nay, even have their Libertiaſ | 
taken away, in order to prevent Frauds, which ar 4 
. _ pecaſioned by the Neglect of the Projector Hin 
ſelf, who hath one of the moſt conſiderable of the 
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We are told that the Frauds and Abuſes, that 


dh already appear - from the Report of the Commit- 
tee, are very extenſoe i 
portant They arc, hath been already * conſidered, 
and may be ſeen in the Report itſelf; from whence 
this inpartial Gentleman infers, with his uſual Sa- 


28 and important. How im- 


gat that the Frauds undiſcovered muft he very 
numerous, when Gentlemen, not at all comverſant in 


ſhould, in the ſbort Time al- 
otted to their Enquiry, be able to bring ſo many to 


in This; for can it be ſuppoſed that the Managers 


of the Revenue, who chicfly compoſed this Committee, 


by the particular Addreſs of the Projefor, could be 
totally unacquainted with the Frauds in the Collection 


of it; or, to uſe our Authors Words, not at all 


rod ro in ſuch unjuft Practices? They had all 
the Advantages, which any Men could poſſibly 
have, in ſuch a Caſe. I preſume it will not be 
pretended that They were deny'd the Inſight of 
the Cuftom-þouſe Books, or any other Aſſiſtane 

which They thought requiſite to a compleat Die 


covery ; befides rhe Evidence, which had been col- 


eke before with incredible Pains, as. the very 
Foundation of the Exciſe-Scheme, and was parti- 


cularly enumerated by the ProjeJor Himſelf, when | 


He firſt opened his Scheme in the Houſe. 
Another Aſſertion of the ſame Kind is, that theſe 


Frauds were proved hy proper and ſubſtantial Ei. 


dence; though it appears by the Report that ſome 
of the Informers were corrupted Officers, who muſt 
have been perjured; that others were brought out 
of Goals to bear Witneſs, upon this Occaſion; and 


des the Cain, Numb. 369. 37094 
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that even. Suſpicions and Conjedtures were admit. 
ted into it. Lo This let us add that, in one In- 
ſtance, They went ſo far back as the Vear 1704, 
which is a very large Retroſpect; and, in every 
Particular, ſeem to have been ſapply'd with all the 
Materials, which the Nature of the Cafe would 
poſſibly admit of —I dont mention theſe Particu- 
— with any Deſign of invalidating the Author's 
Aſſertion, that 3 was very fair and ju- 
dicious; tor it was certainly their Duty to pick 
up all the Evidence They could, and to make the 
moſt of it; but only to obſerve that it Was not 
alrogether ſo proper and ſubſtantial as He repre- 


ſents it. ts Fun 5 
And here, ſince it hath been thought proper to 
rake up the Aſhes of Sir Randolph Knipe, I ſhould 
be glad to know what Steps have been taken, ei- 
ther before or ſince his Death, to procure Reſti- 
tution to the Publick for the Frauds laid to his 
Charoe.. LE OE ES. 
Ihe next Benefit propoſed by this Scheme was 
to prevent the Running and Brewing of Wine; but 
it happens very unluckily that ſome Commodities 
already exciſed are the moſt run; witneſs Tea and 
Brandy; which muſt always be the Caſe, where 
the Duty is very high, and collected with the my 
Rigour. For the Truth of this Fact, J appeal to 
the Report it ſelf; even that fair and judiciots 
Report, which the Confiderer quotes as Authority. 
It is true, indeed, that great Quantitics of rus 
Tea and Brandy are daily ſeiz d; but We can ne- 
ver be ſure that any Seigure of run Goods is not 
fraudulent, when the Duty is ſo high as to afford 
a ſufficient Profit to the Trader, and a competent 
Bribe to the Informer. The Reaſon of This is, 
that Vc Goods pay no Duty. For Example, 
it is well known that the coarſe Tea, only Sho 
1 % 4 OR $I ns 


5 
LY 


N 


dom Holland, France and Flanders, can be afford» 


d at two Shillings per Pound, with at leaſt 161. 
r Cent, Profit to the Prader; which, by the ad- 
tional Value ariling from the Duty of 45. 6 d. 


r Pound, We will ſuppoſe fold for / Shillings.. 


According to this Computation, 2000 Pounds 


eight of Tea ſold for 12,000 Shillings, or 600 J. 


urred according to Law, gives 200 J. to the Iu- 
mer (whom 1 ſuppoſe the Merchants Confede- 
ate) and . to the civil Liſt. Now this Gain 
ccrues to the civil Lift from the Cuftoms, by the 
m. being, as it were, a Partner with foreign 


rchants,"in a Trade deſtructive to the Nation. 


Theſe are Frauds of infinitely more Moment 
an What are practiced in the Tobacco Trade, and 
on which the Committee have exerted all their 
duſtry ; becauſe They transfer the Trade of the 
ation into the Hands of Foreigners; and this. 


aud can never be prevented, whilſt the Duty 
wn Commodities is above double the original Value. 
I muſt likewiſe take the Liberty to obſerve, . 
at this Practice is but little leſs detrimental to 
e Publick than Smugliug; for Goods ſeia d and 
ndemm d are fold almoſt as cheap as run Goods, - 
d conſequently are almoſt equally prejudicial to 
e fair Trader, who pays the Duty. This Evil 


ight be eaſily prevented by an AF of Parliament, 
joining all ſeiʒ d Goods to be burnt or deſtroy d, 


© damaged Tobacco and Wine, inſtead of being 


* 


rfeited to the Crown. 


The Confiderer ſeems to aſſert, though by Way 98 


Interrogation, that there is not a Man in Eng- 
d, who believes that half of the common Draught 
Taverns is really 


uty at the Cuftom-houſe, £5. ——T his ridiculous 


» 
a 


Wine; er that the wretched - 
uf We mect with in all, Country Inns, ever pid 
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dy; and thereſore I thalF only obſerve, %, thai 
He is the only Man in Engiand, who will affirg 
this Propofition in its full Extent, © However, the 
poor Country Poftmaſters, moſt of whom keep Ian 
and are commanded to propagate theſe Papers, ag 
highly obliged to the Profector for ſo kind a De 
claration. Secondly, there are brew'd Wines maids 
of foreign Grapes, which are perfectiy wholeſonie 
Thirdly, this Argument is manifeſtly calculated fo 
increating the Conſumption of a ſoreign Commodity 
vrhich muſt inevitably turn-the Ballance of Trad 
again us 6 Tbs. 
What is ſaid in the next Paragraph about the 
Increaſe of half a Million, by ths Exciſe of Win 
and Tobacco, the Projector Himſelf knows tv be; 


SS. 


TT 


x” DB” fl. =3* 


meer Chimera. By the moſt rigorous Collectiaſ in 
of the Duty upon Tobacco, it could not be provi H 
that there was even a Poſſibility of raiſing an add to 
tional Sum of above 30,000 J. per Ann. and Thi tic 
chiefly upon North Britain; which, if it coll © 
have been collected, muſt have ended in the Rui g 
of the People. As for Wine, if the Scheme wall in 
at all practicable, it is a Doubt whether, conſiWio! 
dering the Multiplicity of Officers, which wou tie 
have been abſolutely neceſſary to put it in E. 
cution, the Revenue would have received any Im h 
provement from it. The Author, indeed, hat to 
plainly proved that Exciſes would have been cas 
ried on till They had brought in half a Milliu Ne 
That is, have raiſed above a whole Million on th ſan 
People; or let us even ſuppoſe, as the Author in Gt 
ſinuates, that the additional Sum, raisd by Exif bee 
ſes, might have been ſubſtituted in Room of a Lan or 
Tax of two Shillings in the Pound; would no 
See the ſecond Part of the Argument againſt Exciſes, & liar 


P- 49. The Budget open , Numb. 15. | Crafi/man, p · 345. 
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abſolutely unneceſſary, it was a very great Step 
towards it; for I cannot agree with the Confiderer 


that the Application of this ſuppoſed Sum to the 


current Expences of the Government, for which it 


was originally intended, is the ſame Thing as fiez- 
ng, the other Funds, which are appropriated to 


erent Services; and many of our Kings, who 
have aim d at arbitrary Power, have done more 


Ti bold and more unpopular Things than This. 
He is farther pleaſed to aſſert that it is confeſs'd 


in an + authentick Piece, publiſhed by Francklin 


Hinielf, that the Extenſion of the Exciſe Laws 


to Wine and Tobacco: would have raiſed an addi- 


tional yearly Sum of foe hundred thouſand Pounds. 
This is another Inſtance of his abandoned Diſre- 
card to all Truth; for the Gentleman who wrote 
that Piece, takes the Projefor's own Calculation 


for. granted, and argues only upon that Suppoſi- 


4 


Whether any Part of the Profits, which would 
have ariſen from the propoſed Method, belonged 


to the Civil Liſt, is little to the Purpoſe ; though it 


is certain, that whatever Improvement the publick 
Revenue would have received from this Scheme, the 


n th ſame Benefit muſt have ariſen in Proportion to the 


been left at the Cuſtoms, as was at laſt propoſed, 
or brought to the Exciſe, as was originally intended. 


nn. 


i. 


liament to bis Friend in the Country, &c. 
> The Letter before mention d. 


This have been equivalent to raiſing 7wo Shillings 
in the Pound for ever ? How far levying what 
was neceſſary to defray the annual Expences of the 
Government for a Perpetuity would have ſupported 
the Credit and Power of * Parliament, Ileaveevery 
Man to judge. If it did not make Parliaments. 


Gi Lift, whether that Part of the Duty had 


® See a late Trat, intitled a Letter from a Member 77 ar. 
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Div chin: hath the Dafoe: to tell us 
a that the very firſt Appearance of this Scheme looks 
fo. agreeable, that it is uo wonder Gentlemen, who 

wiſt'd well to their Country, - ſhould. be pleaſed with 
 #t.—— Now, This is ſo tar from being true, that 
the very farft. Appearance of the Scheme deftroy'd 1 it; 
for it was no ſooner ſeen than univerially explo- 
ded:; and though the Projector obſtinately perſiſted 
in puſhing it on to the laſt, it may be truely ſaid 
that it received its Death s Md from the Mo- 
ment of its Birth, if not in * 8 8 Womb 1725 its 
Parent. 

Ws are likewiſe told that the Deſign 1 was only 
ww-excife foreign. Commodities, which may he pro- 
perly conſiderd as Articles of of Luxary. This bs ie not 
ſtrictly true; for the Commodities of our oun 
Plantations are not foreign, in the ſame Senſe with 
Thoſe of Holland, France and Spain. I. allow that 
it would ſave Money to the Nation, if there was 
not a Drop of Mine drank, and We could export 
our Manufactures, without taking Wine: in Ex- 
change for them; but This is not practicable, nor 
indeed deſirable in our Circumſtances. 3 tor if every 
Thing ought to be baniſh'd 48 * Lusury, which 
is not ablolutely 8 to Lite, We muſt bid 
_ adicu to Commerce at Once. It is impoſfible to 
fix our Author to any Point. At one Time, this 
Scheme was deſign d to increaſe the Revenue, by in- 
creaſing the Conſumption of true Mine. At ano- 
ther, the Intention of it was to diminiſh Luxury, 
and foreign Eæpence; which would intirely fruſtrate 
the fr Dejign. In ſhort, it is This, or Weid n 
any Thing, as it ſerves a Turn. 

That the Eaſe and Trtereft, of the Gn e b in 
che Adminiſtration aid . ack on be other Side 
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* Sc e 2 AK phiet, intitled 15 e on the e e 
general Excijes, &. p. 17. Fhe Crafiſnan, No: 351, 354. 4 


— St * 


„ > ra ico 


of the Duſtin; 1 am 3 to FI 3 but l 
a not happen to think ſo, when they exhibited 
their Project; and that 7. bey choſe the nis trouble- 


ſome Part, becauſt They thought it moß beneficial 
jo their Country, i is juſt ſuch Stuff as was broach'd 
an Author of much the ſame Scantling, about two 
cars ago; when the * honourable Gentleman Was: 
er to undergo the Fatigue of a long Struggle 
for two Days together, aud for many Hours each 
Day, in order to raiſe five hundred thouſand Pounds 
#108 SALT, when He could Have raiſed the ſame 
Sum upon La xD, without any. Oppoſition, in a + 
Nag of an Hour. — There is certainly no gteat 
erit in a Miniſer s taking ſome Trouble, tor a 
great deal of Power and Profit. but the Misfor- 
tune is that the Trouble, which his Gentleman ſo ' 
often gives Himſelf, is always of ſuch a Nature 
as the People would very gladly excuſe, It con- 
fits in continued Attempts to lay #ew Taxes upon 
Them, or making ald ones more grievous to Them, 
inſtead of relieving Them from any Part of their 
preſent Burthen; and I think it very ridiculous to 
complain of the Trouble, which He meets with 
upon ſuch Accounts. 
As for the late, pretended Taademele for che 
Landed Intereſt, and the Expedients propoſed to 
relieve it, the i appears to be inſincere, and 
the Ja chimerical. 9 let us examine thia 
Point a little; for the Conſiderer hath dropt o 
Expreſſion, Which is not altogether inſignificant. 
He ſays, p. 27, that there is no Tax more unequal 
than That laid upon Lax p. Does the, Projector 
endes ee to Den n Evil - Noz; | 
Cx 2 er Fo the 
8 4 8 1 95 — £ 3 — ; 


+ See 4 a Leiter io 4 Rene kr, cas the date Redfin of ihe 
Loud Tan, &c. . * 8 
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the contrary, He hath * declared; in the Rronr:ifÞ 
Terms, the as to the Manner of layin far mY 
ing this Tax, however unequally it had been rai. Jane 
fed on different Parts of the Kingdom; yet any {Mis 
Alteration, in this Caſe, was what He ſpould ne. ¶ Le 
ver propoſe, or attempt; that it was too much for {Wie 
Vim to venture upon; that it was a moſt impracti. WH 
cable Work; and He believed that no Man 
would ever enter upon it; as He was ſure, on his 
-own Part, that He never ſhould, This was his 
Declaration two Years ago; and yet J will ur- 
dertake to prove that every Argument for the 
late Exciſe Scheme will conclude as ſtrongly for an 
Alteration in the Manner of collecting the Lay 
TAx. May it not be ſaid that an Eſtate paying 

but half the Duty in one Place, which an Eſtate 

of the ſame Rent pays in another, is an unreaſo- 
nable Partiality, and ought to be remedied? 

May not the landed Man, who is taxed to the Full 

His Eftate, be compared to the fair Trader, who 
deſerves all the Care of the Government ; and the 
Under-tax'd to the Smugler, who defrauds the Pub- 

lick of its juſt Due? If it ſhould be ſaid that 
Counties, where there is not an equal Plenty of 
circulating Specie, cannot bear an equal Rate with 
Counties in another Condition, is not the ſame 
Thing true of any Duty raiſed by Exciſe ? For 
this Reaſon, I think it far from being iinpoſſible 
that the ſame righteous Spirit may produce the 
ſame Arguments, on a proper Occaſion, for a Re- 
view of the Land Tax; eſpecially, after a ſhort 

© Ceſſation of it. The Freebolders can lay but little 
Streſs on the Projectors Declaration, two Years 
ago, that He would never make any ſuch Attempt; 
I tor it ought: to be remember'd that when He was 
/ charged, at the ſame Time, with intending the 
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| Rail 155 the Salk Duty as the Peu of Ga i 
other Exciſes, He deny'd it in- as ſolemn Terms; 
ind yet it is well known that He brought his ner 
Exciſe Scheme on the Carpet the very next Seſſion. 
Let the Landbolders therefore confider whether 
He, who did not think ſuch à Project too nuch for 
Him to venture upon, may not have Courage e- 
rough, on ſome great Emergency, real or pre- 

hates; to attempt the other. 2x; 
The Conſiderer, indeed, endeavours to perſuade 

- Mus that ſuch Apprehenſions are ridiculous ; but 1 
he MWnuſt beg Leave to put Him in Mind that one of 
an Wis Fellow-Labourers was formerly pleas d to 
op aſert, in Anſwer to the Craftſman, * that the. 
ng Luxp-Tax 15 already collected by the Laws 
pr Excise; and ꝶ another Minifterial Wri- 
jr hath ſince made a Diſcovery that the Com- 

mjoners of the Land Tax, in all Counties, eaſe 
WW hemſetves, and lay diſproportioned Burthens on 


{lt retails this Charge againſt the Commiſſioners, in 
he very ſame Words, but ſix Pages after his At- 
empt bs ridicule the N of a Land- Ex- 
iſe, If therefore ſome Frauds are already detect- 


ith Ned in the preſent Method o fp collecting the Land- 
ume Nu, We may reaſonably ſuppoſe that there are 
For nany others undiſcovered; *. 2 — can be more 
ible Fquitable, according to the Projector s. Way of ar- 
the {Wuing, than to prevent them by the ſame 8 5 
Re- Ian, which He propoſed in Vins and Tobacco; or, 
wort N our Author more wittily expreſſes it, by having the . 


LAND © 1 2 N and an, gauged * 
| . | 


* See the Games of tn Der. 23. 172 J or the be J. | 
md Part of an Argument, &c. p. 
+ See the Daily * of Fridey, d 27, 17331 or the 
bel ory Numb. 358. 


their poorer Neighbours. Nay, the Conſiderer Him- ö 


Without oppreſſing the Subject, and endangering o 


I Qam far from deſigning to plead for Frauds 9 
any Kind. There is great Injuſtice, no doub 
and many Inconveniences attending them; by 
ſurely ſome Remedy might be found out for them 


common Liberties. This Method of preventin 
Frauds is juſt like the Story I have heard of 4 
Iriſb Soldier, who trying in vain to keep off a Fj 
from his Officer's Face, whilit He was afleep, knock 
cd it on the Head with the But-End of his My 
uet, and dafh'd his Maſters Teeth down hy 


* * 


hat at the fame Liu oo no 
As ſor caſing of Land by Exciſes, it hath bet 
fully proved by unanſwerable Authority that al 

Taxes, in this Kingdom, muſt ultimately affe 
Land; and it is certainly for the Intereſt of t 
Publick to raiſe their 1 axes with the leaſt Expeny 
and Number of Officers poſſible. Exciſes are Pol 
Taxes upon the Conſumer, raiſed without Diſtin 
tion of Ranks, or Abilities, at an immoderate ant 
unneceſſary Expence, which levy above double th 
Sum upon the People, which They bring in to th 

Government. This is Matter of Experience. Fe 
Inſtance, I am. ſure that every Individual in thi 
Kingdom pays at leaſt 9d. a Year to the Dut 
upon Salt; 74 that a Family of eight People pa; 
65. a Year, or 15. 69. a Quarter; and there 
no real Difference in collecting it Quarterly, 
Daily, as to the People; but a very great one, 
to the Produce of the Jax; for a Poll-Tax of 9ꝗ 
per Head on eight Millions of People would brinfen 
in 302,000 J. and it the Government had a MingPs, 
to raiſe only what the Salt Tax produces at preiich 
ſcat, They might exempt all the poor Families i 
the Kingdom from this Burtbenn. . 
- , What He ſays concerning the Hardſhips q., 
Country Gentlemen, under 'a thouſand Pounds ij * 
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iar, as vel as the Parochial Clergy, is dy a Re- 

's offictition of the ſame Argument, With Regard to the 

bt Jt Davy,- -and 9 Killgently y anſwered at that 
buW'ime. 

nem But the Preieclor, it ſeems, Carried his Views 

ou farther, and would not have been content with 
tin ang off the Land Tax only, if his Scheme had 
f aicceeded, but propoſed likewiſe to leſſen, or re- 
ove ſome other Duties, which lye heavy upon the 
ur ; ſuch as Thoſe upon Soap, Candles, Leather, 
3 wonder the Conſiderer did abt add th 
Nord modeft to impartial in his Title Page. It 
well known that the Salt Tax is more univerſally 
urthenſome to the Poor than any other Duty 
hatſoever; and though it was taken off by Re- 
ummendation from the Throne, nay, even with 

e Approbation of the honourable Gentleman Him- 
if; yet it was laid on again, two Years after- 
fads, in the very ſame Parliament, by the very 
ume Gentleman, and labour d as a Point, upon 
hich - the Continuance of his Power depended. 

If therefore his Aflairs are grown ſo deſperate, 
hat He 3 art with one fingle Tax, I leave 
de World: to judge how far They may depend on 
lis Promifes for taking off ſeveral others. I am 
ure, at leaft, that if his Scheme would have relieved 
Is not only from the Land-Tax, but the Duties 
won Soap, Candles and Leather, it muſt have been 
tended much farther than He hath hitherto ac- 
wonledg d; for in order to effect all theſe good 
Ends, it muſt have produced ncar a Million and 
n half-a Year, inſtead of five hundred thouſand 
Pounds, which was the utmoſt of his « OWN roman= 
proiick Cipeulation, oro wp | | ö 
ies 1 e Tbere 
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There is, indeed, one Way of relieving the Po 
from theſe Taxes, without an Exciſe; for if 
annual Produce of the {king Fund, above a M 
lion, was appropriated to this Purpoſe, the preſen 
national Debt would be cancelled by that Milling 
if inviolably applied, in 25 Years, at 4 per Cen 
Intereſt ; and the Riches of the Nation increas 
many Millions, at the End of that Term, by thy 
Increaſe of Trade, ariſing from the Abolition 9 
thoſe burthenſome "Taxes on our MManufadur 
A Motion to this Purpoſe was made, laſt Year, i 
the Hoof of Lords ; viz. That the Produce of th 
ſinking Fund /hould be apply d, for the future, ti 
wards redeeming ſuch "Taxes as are moſt priev 
, T6 the Peers. Jon e to the Manufacture, ani 
deſtructive 0 4 rade. But this Motion paſs d it 
the Negative; and if the Payment of the publick 
Debts a few Years ſooner is the principal Point 
in View, I will venture to maintain a ſeemin? 
Paradox; that the Abatement of ſome Taxes ma 
be the quickeſt Way of clearing the national Dei 
If the Confiderer diſputes the Truth of this Pro 
poſition, I will join Iſſue with Him, and appeal 
to Figures; which are ftubborn Things, and wil 
not ſubmit to his trifling Sophiſtry. In 
the mean Time, what can be the Meaning of the 
Projector s Inflexibility upon theſe Points? Wil 
not the World be apt to ſay: that He finds the: 
Tax-gathering Army to be of more Service to Him 
than even the fighting Army; ſince the Augmenta- 
tion of the former ſeems to be perpetually running 
in his Head, and employing his Thoughts? T; 
Is cannot quit this Branch of the Argument, with- 
out obſerving how much all Stations of Men are 
obliged to this Gentleman, in their Turns. — Having 
_ drained the poor Land- holders very liberally, during 
a long Courſe of uninterupted Peace; He turn d 
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Time when They were already ſtaggering under the 
Weight of former Preſſures; occaſioned by a long 
Stagaation of Trade at home; and the Interruption of 
Commerce abroad; beſides many grievous Loſſes, 
by. Captures and Depredations, whilſt their own 
Hands were ty'd up from doing I hemſelves Jus 
ſliec. —= But being defeated in this Proje, by 
the united Vigour ot the whole Nation, Ele ſeems 
jo have another Scheme in Petto, and plainly inti- 
mates a Deſign of taxing the Funps ; tor e 
bther Arguments to cajole the Freeholders, He 


Ettates, in order that . vaſt Sums of Mowey in the 
[wject to ſuch Payments. What Sum his Honour may 
tend to raiſe this Way, does not yet appear; but 
y Proprietors of our publick Debts; who have als 
Kady had their yearly Income reduced one I nizpDs 


reſemtation, is equal to a third Pari of their Prin. 


d upon Them without any ſatisfactory Account 


nta; 2 ö 0 5 N 0 . 9 
mingſon it aroſe, or a proper Examination into the Con- 
\. *Fuct of 'Thoſe, under whoſe Management it was 


_— ncholy Circumſtance of all the publick Creditors, 

s hoſe Properties are every Day ſinking in their Va- 
Wing 1 | 3 ** ; 

. > e to ſuch a Degree, that the Projefor may ſee 
Urn d ; * N : * . „ 
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lis Thoughts to the trading Part of the Nation, 
and projected additional Burthens on Them, at a 


dentions the * Unreaſonableneſs of ting Landed 
vxDs, which produce better Intereſt, may not be 
believe the bare Intimation of ſuch à Deſign will 
dot ſound very agrecable in the Ears of the wnbaps 
xhich, according to the Reaſoning of a certain Re- 
pal; and the Proprietors of South=Sea Stock have 


lides had a great Part of their Capital already 
INNIHILATED, for the Payment of a vaſt Debt, 
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tracted, 'T'o This We muſt add the preſent me- 
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of any Service, at this Time; to the Support 


15 * ha it the Offcers in France 13 b 770 Power to el 


the Face of the Earth, and en joy all the Libe 


1 ny 


hs Difireſs i in 192 Pate of every TAO Sg | 1 «Fs 
"therefore ſcave it to his own Conhderation, whe 
ther ſuch” a Menace of taxing our Funds can 


- our firing Credit; and the Publick wilt ſee tn 
the thin and wicked Artifiee* of playing the Ly 
ded, Nading and Mnied Interefs wr, each ( 
ther, according as it ferves his Purpoſes at diff 
rent Times; t though nothing is more evident thi 
that theſe Intereſts are inſeparably united, and m 
. ſtand, or fall together. 

Whatever this Writer may think it is 
"rain that following the Pride into his Va 
and Cellars, or other private ' Repoſitories of Gon 
Whether run or not, is ſome Abridgment of E 

\ if Li berty; and that every free and trading 
105 tion will avoid i it, as much as poſſible, '* The 
: Publicks of * Holland and Venice, who are as c: 
6 dul of their publick Revenues as We can be, nei 
allow of any uch Praices ; and it is well kno 


Lon ono = = ME — er<n = BE 


— . .o< 


— and tarch ' Houſes + fo that bur Ext es * appear 
even” under arbitrary Soeren ent 5 ja yet 
bs are conftantly told by Mother Osborut and 
e that We are the happieſt People u 
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_ Þuman Nature is capable 1 

But We 77 aflurcd that theſe Replicas 
Jeff gned only againſt Smugglers and Mine- Brei 
Did the Bill then make any Diſtinction bety 
. the fair Trader and Them; or arc all the Dei 
in N and Pine to pal under that Deno 
nation | 
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great Mero ante ha have. W. 
from their Dwellings, might. be f 
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It is Sander _ that theſe i injurious s Dealers 
ght properly ana bi. be ſubje® 50 the fame Law, 
which: the lone Brewer. of true Faglith, Beer is 
mtinually under. This Argument hath juſt as 
mach: Force as the former, and is only. uoting one 
Crigvance in Juſtification of 77 * t. 7 very 
vue, the honeft. Brewer. af true Engliſh Beer, 
iy gr ir he emphatically. Alles ER hath 
— long ſubject to theſe ſevere Laus; and fo o are 
now man ot her honeſi Traders, of fande Kinds. 
gut what then? Docs it follow hence that - 
theſe Laws are no Incroachment.upon Liberty, 
een to Trade; or that the Inconvenienae 
vill not be increaſed - by the Extenſion. of. ther 1? 
This Argument is another Proof that the ebene 
had. a more general rift, than the P qt” thou ht 
fit to own; for I will defy BOY, Man to ſhew 
the Caſe of the Brewers. might not be urged 15 
ſtrongly for converting all Our Taxes into Heuer, 
a well as Thoſe upon Tobacco and Mine. - 
Another Argument equally lacious is, that 
Places f Sale only were to be yiſite. and. that o 
Houſe was to he enter d. I call. "This fallacious, 3 
might call it abſolutely falſe; for the Words, 3 t e 
Hill: are all Warehouſes, Storebouſes, Rooms, & 


DVLIE" 


hops > 
Vaults; Cullars, and other. 3 ſl, 8 7 Jor 


the keeping, cutting, ftripping, or 
faliuri ug any Tobacco. 


4144 


ſüre, from the Vexation dl, Soy 7 ach 74 


guiſttors , I am ſure this Aſſertion * A 2 85 y 
-talſe as to the Bady of the Retailers, .\ wh ofc Shops 
and Store- enerally 
art of their Houſes, and arc. 


ake. cup . erf 
o gom to- 
tber as to render them all ll Bable +: to Toſpeeh 
or the * 38 the Drage 
WADI 2 11 22 
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Grocers, Pip 3 and ot her 8 who bay 
already the Mistortune to be under the Laus 0 
SD 

1010 proper to obſerye that che 22 abe 
his Brethren conſtantly argue upon | a Su 72 
that all the Profits of Frauds go into the 
ehant's Pocket; and that the Conſumer pays ＋ 
whole Duty. Now it unfortundtely happens tha 


one of theſe Writers argued directly contrary to thigh w 
Suppoſition, in the Caſe of the Salt Tax, by endea P. 
vouring to prove that the more Frauds were com pr 
mitted in the Collection of it, the cheaper would = 
Salt come to the Conſumer. What a ſtrangt B 
. Thing is it that theſe Men can never be a litt. 
conſiſtent, nor remember their own Arguments fo 
Year or two together? F 
But whichever Side of this Gn dien is 128 P 
I will venture to maintain that whatever additil c 
.onal Sum is raiſed upon any Commodity, either bt 


a new Tas, or more rigorous Collection of an al 
one, the Price of the Commodity will be augmen 
ted above double, in Proportion to the Augments 
tion of the Revenue ; and till the miniſterial Writa 
can prove the contrary, all their Diſtinctions be- 
"tween a new 7. ax, and the different Collection of 
A 01d one are vain and frivolous. 
The Confiderer ſeems to admit, amidſt all his fine 
N Elog ums on” this'B ill. that it was not altogether 
Ju ble, in every Reſpect; but tells us, at 
"the fame Time, that it was only a Propoſal, ſubjed 
10 the Amendments of Parliament, and might hav 
f andergone any Alteration in the He Comminer confer 
ent with the publick Tntereft.—— As to This, | 
call be very ſhort ; for both the Bill and the De- 
"Fences of it, particularly the preſent,” are only cas 
pable of one ſingle Arendment, preſcribed by Mare 
bs To to his CD . 
985 1 5 | Emendayy 
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Multe non > paſſunt, una Litura Pate. 


are complained of in the preſent Laws of Exciſe, 
and would haue eas'd the whole Exciſe Law, in 


what He meant by This, till I came to the * next 
Page; where He tells us that it was calculated to 
prevent Perjury, by leſſening the Number of Oatha, 
and mus, the Trader from Hrcaring 70 bis own 


Books. + 
It migh t be enough to Ak, in chis Place, 
5 * Uſe of 22 k frequent and 


who 2 m 
common, as it is at . £ But, to wave that 
koint, is it really true that the Tohacco Bill was 
calculated to remedy that Evil? No; tho He 


conveniences of our preſont Exciſes, the ſingle In- 
falſe; for in p. 25 and 26 of the Bill, as it is 


now 2 the Reader will find the tollo 
Clauſes. oy 


4 thority aforeſaid, — gl and every Perſon or 
# and after the ſaid - Day of 


Pp the Weight of in one Parcel, as 
e or: They ſhall ſell or diſpoſe of in each tix 
« and e e . * into a Book, to 


He ſays, in the ſame Page, that the. Bill exe > 
preſly removes the greateſt Inconveniencies, which 


weral Particulars. ——1 was at a Loſs to ls. Y 


talks ſo confidently of its removing the greateſ In- 


ſtance He mentions to prove it happens to be 


1 lech farther enated by the Au- 


e 2 who ſhall {el or deal in e from 


6 ſhall, : and They are hereby. aue en re- 
6 « quired to keep an Account of all ſuch ſel 
„ Neem, ties, or Parcels of Tobacco, not exceeds 
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« « kept 85 that Purpoſe, an Account of the groſs 
« Ouantities of the ſaid Commodity; which have 
4 been by him," Her, or Them, ſold. and delive- 
« red in 8 Day, in Tp res Duantities, or 
«Parcels, is "a refaid the: ſaid, Sellers of, 
&« or Dealers in Tibaces, ſhall alſo keep 0 one: other 
«Book, wherein They ſhall: ſeverally ent 3 
. „mei and Parcel of Tabazco above the W 
«gp ©! tt. which He, She, or bey, 
«ſelf and dcliver in each Day, Gr. 
reep ava ays, that 0 Seller of, or ſas 
«ler in Tobacco, as aforeſaid, ſhall have in his, 
4 or her Cuſtody, more than one ſuch Bock ct 
« each Sort, at the ſame Time; and that when 
«rhe ſaid Book or Books in his or her Cuſtody 
« 3 be fill d ur ney ; the ſame being 5 
ned to the C "Of fricers, ſor the faid 
« 4 1050 Duty, from whom bey were ſeverally 
C6 received, . the OATH, er, in 4 of 4 Ola. 
« key, Upon the the SOLEMN ArerxM ATION: of Juch 
4 Saller 2 Sellers, Dealer or Dealers as aforeſaid, 
EC gp! of” his or their Servant or Servants, "who 
« kept the ſame and made the | Entries therein, 
& of the Truth of ſuch Entries, according tothe bef 
& of his, her, or their Knowledge or Belief ; and one 
« or more ne. Book" or Books ſhall 'thereupon be 
delivered to ſuch ref 5 Gave I, or De 
« lers, S | 5 BY 07 
hat therefore can be a orofſer. Impoſit tion on 
he Pubſiek than the Aurber's Aſſertion that this 
Bin world have relieved the Trader from" SWEARING 
ro Hts own" Booxs ;* when the cxpreſs Words 
of the Bill are that e is to S] . AN tobe Tenth 
of evety Ehtry in his Books; and is obliged every 
Wight to Jet down the groſs Quantity of \ every leſſer 
"Ouantity in one Book; and in another Book every 
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8 £05 ee ee eee as 4 
his be called . ening the Num- 7 
king Men ſwear ſo minutely 


ber of Oaths; ar; is 


.to. THEIR. OWN Books the Way to prevent PRR- 
JURY 4 TN * 15 1 440 Aj 08 "i & ww I - 5 £3. | 
There is, indeed, a Clanſe at the latter 


15 
> 1 oN 
4 
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ol the. Bill, to repeal. a Clauſe! in an Act of the 


7 


 miſhoners-af : Exciſe, upon the Oath, of an Officer, 

that He ſuſpects any Dealer of making falſe En- 
examine hien upon Oath, concerning the Truth of his 
Entries. This carries an n Facie, 

| of caſing the Traders from the terrible Obligation = 

of purging. Themſelves u 


lith of the late King, which impowers the Con 


| pon Oath, as to every lit» * 
Man of common Senſe, who reads the foregoing 
.. Clauſes, will immediately ſee the Fallacy, and per- 
.- geiverthat the Traders would have been obliged, 
notwithſtanding This, to ſwear very minutely, to 
j hein own Books, „ EY Bos OW” 4 
8 


-.v..) Tobacco, as bought from the Merchant, is gene- 
rally about 7 d. or 8 d. per Pound; and Tea is ge- 
nerally about 148. per Peund. Now all the Rules 
of Exciſe, which are obſerved as to a Pound of Tea, 
are required by this Bill as to a Pound of Tobgero, - 
"it! though it is not above a 20th Part of the Value of 
Time to Time, at the precarious Humour of an 
 Exciſeman, as well as the Trouble of fetching mo | 
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- Tea; and the Charge of weighing Tobacco from 


. N 


727 


— 


0 


* 


7 5 : 8 7 | * ” CL TID og x 5 
— x L 1 * 
* 7 
N 9 7 9 8 
01 BE 4 1 * 1 7 
b * 40 k 
* ; 
\ 
2 
„ Fo 
7 4 IJ 
. N 
3 f : * : A 
af © 75 F * — L 
** 
85 % Fo 
Z 


4 


mis, n en es in Bobks, and attending the 
fies, muſt 

dacco, as for a Pound of Tea; 

eiſe would have been twenty 1 imes as burthenſome 

on the former, as on the latter. TE 


ve been as great for a Pound of 76- 
conlequently an Ex- 


Whether all this Vexation and Expence du 


not have inhanced the Price of Tobacco, and there- 
dy diminiſhed the Conſumption amongſt the poorer 
| Sort of People, who chiefly uſe it, is another Pour 
which deſerves the Conſideration of Thoſe, © who 
promiſed Themſelves ſuch Mountains of Gold from 
#his Scheme, by the Improvement of the Revenue. 


nt, 


It is very remarkable that the Conſiderer is in- 
tirely ſilent as to the Point of Jux IESs; which is 


more than I expected, when 1 found Him in ſuch 
aà Vein of aſſerting; for He might certainly have 
affirmed that the Tobacco Bill reſtored the U 


ſe of 
URIBS With as much Truth, as that it was calcu- 
ted ro prevent Perjury, and relieve the Trader from 


_ - fwearing to his own Books. Let me therefore ask 
Him whether Trials without Furies are not an 
Inconvenience, nay the greateſt Inconvenience com. 


plain d of in the preſent Exciſe Laus; even no leſs 


than an Infringement of magna Charta itſelf? 


But to ſhew the Projector s farther Regard for 


the Landed Intereſt, it deſerves a ſhort Remark that 
the late Bill took off all Appeals to tlie 
 Seffions from the Sentence of the Juſtice, or Ful. 


Duarter 


Commiſfoner, in order to make the Country more 


dependent on Him, and bind Them down to the 
arbitrary Determination of Judges, who may ex- 
pect to be TRANSLATED, for good Behaviour, as 
well as m — „„ 


Lords the B- .. 
The Confiderer hath advanced another Argu- 
ment, in Bchalf of the Bill, ſo very pleaſant and 


© ingenious, that I cannot paſs it over in Silence. 


9 
* The 


| . The . or Thus, 7 5 
brought into 95 Houle, 7 the Proſpect * n 
i 4 new BlefHion was To near, is one Pr 76 among 


1 75 others, that the Gentlemen for it 1 8 
ed the Service of the Publick; 


er groſs Abuſes, and . > 


ome heavy Taxes, to AVOUR OF 
« Tuners CounTay.” —— He ad 


ds, that © un- 
« concerned Spectators, of great Wiſdom and 


« Impartiality, are firmly of Opinion that this De- 
4 ſign. Lol HonesT POPULARITY was their greate 
« Crime, and in Truth gave Riſe to the 
tion. 
What a firange , unfortunate Creature muſt this 
Projector be, 115 all his Schemes of Popularity and 
gaining the "Favour of his Country ſhould have the 
contrary Effect, and end in me Ho Deteſtation? 


This hath deen remarkably his Caſe, in all his | 


late Undertakings; and moſt 2 ſo, 7 
that darling Scheme, which is at preſent under 

bate, I believe. indeed, that He did not ſaffici- 
ently conſider what Influegce an er us Ee 
ton might naturally have on the Fate of ſuch. 4 
Proje#; and finding Himſelf quite wrong in the 
Manner of Timing it, would willingly have That 
paſs for the Proof of an honeft Heart, which Was 
certainly the Product of a blundering Head. 


Some following Pages arc ſpent the vaſkle 
Methods of oppoſing the Bill. Nag other 


Things, the Confiderer ſeems to be very angry 


with a Picture and a Song; which have been of FT: 


ſuch ſingular Uſe in the Cauſe of Liberty, upon 


ſome important Occaſions, that I am loth to give 


them intirely up. I cannot deny, indeed, that a 
laudable Method may be ſometimes apply'd to bad 
Purpoſes; but That is the Point in e. be- 
tween us, The Projedfor Himſelf hath often had 

K 8 


ITE 


2 5 47 s ASIC : + by . 
* LTP 0 at "_ — - 
> p : SE 4 
+ FD 7 LY © xx 
* 4. af N * S $1 
F L o * wen s 
H. 8 a ; * 3 , + 
25 2 rag. 
* od "3 wn "ot. 5 157 q 
4 


P 1 : 8 
4 25 r 4 " —_ 3 2 
2 . TROY — : p f — dn. bi 
"I 2 £ — —— 
"| SEE N 5 > — 
ERS 2 7 8 


ear 2 *. — * ** „ 1. 1 $ - þ 5 D 
3 n ＋ . $5 OSA — $45, ä 2 Dy - 7 
5 r oo; ond e 7 3 2 — — 
a - 28 3 = 4 — . I. REED ICSD = 

ho 5 2 4 3 5 — he — — — 
2 a — 3 * w 3 — 4 — {> \ \ i 
— — „ * +4 mummy BIO % * 4 A, 9 4 

5 * - = w wy 2 & N 6 1 f 8 PPC - 3 = 
2 V4 — 4 ee? Oe IPRS c 


— 
E. 


—— 
nr 
rege 


— 


$2. we 2. 
— 2 

— ———— 2 — 
—_ — ——— —— 
—— — — Pri 
Dr — Tu Sf 
888 — . * 
— — — 


* 
— 
7 , 
ow —— — Ss, 
>= > _ 
— = — ge - es rs . — 
SST . 9 
9 —— N : 
wb . ev * ” ae A - af I 
" > 2 1 
2 P 2 1 
3 2 G / 2 
2 > — | 
o 


. 8 oy r A n * . 
* 9 as te Pe ed ab RRR N nnn 
N FFF ˙ ˙— A e T WRA % 
: 2 SSS ĩ˙·»mͥm˙Kr; ), 2 Cagts,, Hh FFP 1 
* © 7 * 238 WR 4 N N * SR R 8 ; : % 
U — * 


—_ 3 F J N — e 2 5 - R 1 
p —_ 1 N A 7 * A * is 1 ” * 2 * 6 
1 ” po N * * * N % — 'V; * 
— 5 * 355 4 — - s 
4 — , s ; : 0 
& . : p 3 
, % N f 
6 7 , . 5 
0 bis þ >. . 
” ak * 
5 bY K. & . UE . 
wn a 2 * y 
g ) by b 
y 
: v 4; "0 
{ ty 2 
5 . 8 5 * 
3 +4, r 
* 
8 * 15 
* - 4 4 * 


Recourſe to ſuch little Artifices; and if He never 
met with the ſame Succeſs, the Fault was not in I nh 
nis Intention; but may be imputed, perhaps, to talo 
the wrong Turn of his Satire, as well as the De- tou 
fliciency of Wit, which conſtantly diſtinguiſhes it. f 
But had theſe wicked Oppoſers of the Bill nothing Pe 
on their Side, beſides Clamour and Faction, Ballad 5% 
and Pictures, without any Mixtures of Truth, or Mal 
Appearance of Argument? That's very hard in- uch 
deed; and many People ſeem to be e Ban 
miſtaken in their Opinion of theſe Men, by ima- Wire 
gining that there were now and then ſome ſhrewd Tee. 
Things thrown out by Them, with a Shew at ad 
leaſt of Reaſoning. However, let us for once ſup- Ml 
ſe the Caſe ney 7 Juſt as our Author repreſents 
it; that Noiſe and Nonſence got the better of 
Fuſtice and Reaſon; in this Cale, J ſay, the naty- 
ral Inference to be drawn from it is not altogether 
comfortable either to the People, or the Mnifter. 
If the Exci/e-Scheme was unreaſonable, why was 
it propoſed ? If it was reaſonable, why did it not 
| 5 in a Parliament, where the Court had an in- 
ſuperable Majority, as the Conſiderer aſſures us 
Himſelf ?—lIs it not a melancholy Situation, when 
the oof Things from a Minifter are ſuſpected; and 
the People will not accept even of Salvation from 
his Hands? F 
Our Author expatiates very largely on the 
Arts made Ule of to affright the Nation with tht 
_ frrange, groundleſs Terror of a cennrAL Exctss. 
How groundleſs it was, hath been often proved; 
and the Comfraerer would do well to anſwer what 
hath been ſaid on this Head, inſtead of repeating 
the ſame idle Trumpery over and over a thouſand 
Limes. What is a general Exciſe but an Accumu- ] 
lation of particular Exciſes? And if He will pleaſe 
to add what were deſigned by this Bill to Ihoſe, * 5 


1 


my already ſubfiſt, He will find a pretty large Ca- 
ogue; but as theſe witty Writers are apt 
Tt with ſhort Memories, I muſt beg Leave 


to refreſh them with a ſhort Recapitulation. The 


following Commodities are already exci d; viz. * 


Beer and Ale, Mum, Cyder, Perry and ſweet 'W7 ines; 
1 Brandy and all diſtilld Spirits; Leather, 


Candles, Hops ; Paper, Paſte Boards, Mall 


Banat, Oc. Silks and Callicoes; ; Starch, Hides, 


Wire, and wrought Plate; Cards and Dice; Coffe Coffee 7 


22 and Chocolate; Salt. To Theſe We mu 

ald Tobacco, Mine and Sugar, which are all . 

to have been in the oR LIN AL SCHEME; and then 

kt the Con ſiderer, or his Patron, name any one 
aterial, imported Commodity, which would have 

been left at the Cuſtomhouſe, or ee 


Catalogue, I ſay, makes a pretty formidable Fi- 
gure of Firlelf; but When We co 


k of Traders and Dealers, who are affected b 
whiſe Exciſes, the Argument will appear im a we 


dnce more. 

+ Brewers, - Diſtillers, FREE 
chers, Victuallers, Coffeemen,( ſons, making, im- 
Mum, Cyder and Perry-makers, porting, or deals 


alters, - ſweet Wine-makers,\ Ling in exciſeable 
inegar- makers 0 Liquors. 


Soap=Boilers, Dre gg., Gro- and all other Per- 
ers, Tallow-Chandlers, —.0 ons concern'd in 
d; bers, Perfumers, Peruke-ma- >Tea, Coffee, Clo- 
wy Barbers, 8 ——\ colate, Starch, 

2 W Ke. 


Ez 


1 5 d : . 


7 See the FR 2 Extiſess p. 45. x TH 
U See the Fer Part . an A * bre, ; 2 . 


to be 


ider the vaſt Mul- 


ſtronger ! aght. Let us therefore enumerate them 


in 


i 
: 


Mx Board and Scale- Board- ded in making, or 


* 


— 


ers of Falt- Pita, Leat her- ſellers, Mo 
Linuen-Drapers, Paper-makers, | 
Paper-tainers , Callicoe and ſeveral other 
| Linnen- Printers, Paſte-Board, P erſons, cOncern- 


maters, Goldſmiths, Silver- vending theſe 
fmiths, and Workers of Plate, | Commodities. 
Mire-draters, and Refiners off __ 85 
gilt and Silver Wire, Card- ma- 
bers, Dice- makers — —— }. DON 
All theſe Trades have already the Misfortune tt 
be under the Laws of Exciſe; to which We mul 
add Thoſe, who would have been in the ſame Cor 
dition, had the late Scheme taken Effect; ſuch a 
TJobacco-Merc hauts, Mine- Yand. : 
Merchants, Sugar-Merchants, 
Lobacconiſts, Vintners, Sugar- 
Bakers -—— 8 


* 


S "SS ee t ese s eo. 


ties, not alread; 
Eon lemon an oo DER. 2 
Nov, if We look through all the Cities and tui be 

ding Towns in England, We ſhall find them ini me 


bited and ſupported chiefly by ſuch Sort of M £4 
Who are, or would have been cut off from i ma 


common Privileges of their Fellou- Subjects, 
this Method of Tauatiusns. 
Branch of the Argument 5 viz. that there are 1 


Kinds of Exciſes; one of which ſtops at the M ma 
ker, or . ſuch as Tir ben Beer u Joh 
Ale, Malt, Hops, Soap, Candles, Egc. the other i the 
lows the Commodity not only into the Retail bie 
Shop, but wherever it goes, and is liable to fl #4: 
ſeized, without a Permit; ſuch as That up] t 
Brandy, Rum, Arrack, Coffee, Tea and Cbocola £06 
ec. — And here it deſerves a particular Remai Ma 
that all our modern Exciſes, except That on T6; 


/ the late ve Scheme, ar 
penſive than the other, both to the @operm 


Mm and. What vaſt Deal of Mo- 
i deity, Candour and Verity muſt our Author 


i therefore have, When he aſſerts bat it was an 


expreſs Part of the Scheme to remove the cures 
InconVENIENCES, and would have leſſentd "the 
ExTenT of the Exciſe ; That is, an Extenſion of 


2575 Laus would have leſſened rhe Extent 2 

750 

But it would have ban Time enbugh, ſays the 
Confiderer, to raiſe Alarms, when 
2 Tendency towards a Dein to exciſe any Part 
0 


our Foop, or to enter any PRIVATE Hob. 

at is, in plain K it is Time enough 0 
ſtruggle, ao the Knite is at our Throat; 
Maxim, which, in its full Extent, hath 4 
and will overturn all the Liberties of Mankind, 


better; which was to nk up W Hem p-ſeed, im- 
mediately after it was ſown. 1 chis Fable. 
22 not half fo much in anger of | 
maſtered 7 x Scalade, as by IInderminiug. 


* of our Food already exciſed; Is not Wine, 


art of it, as to 32 Perſons, and in 
many Caſes, to be not wy {i og, but ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to Life? Let our Author ask 


higher Rank, and He will find that even To- 
bacco is conſidered by Them as Part of their 
Food; or at leaſt as uſeful to Them as. their 
Food. Let Him conſult the fair Sex, in the ſame 
Manner, whether They don't look upon Coffee, 
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ey found tb 


like the Counſel of the Bird in the Fable woch Ry 


ut to come a little . e to the Point; is no 


We become Part of our Foed even 


the meaner Sort of People, as well as ſome of 


Tea and Ns © as a Part of their Food. I know 


4 * x * 
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: all theſe- Commodities are treated as Articles of SP 
Luxury by the miniſterial Writers ; and if They Il *; 


Subject; but, in ſuch a Caſe, I muſt deſire Them 
once more to conſider what would become of our bigd 


Neceſſary of Life ; or that this Part of our Foa ger 


tributing ſomething to it. 


ſalted Proviſons? Let any Man therefore judge 


and how likely to give us the Ballauce of Trade. — 
J am therefore at a Loſs to gueſs what Mo- 


it had been Time enough to raiſe Alarms, when They 


* * 1 * 
5 , 7 
; | | 8 1 : | 
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* 


- can perſuade the Gentlemen of England to leave off A 


drinking Wine and ſmoaking Tobacco; or if the La- have 


- dies, even of the Court Party, will agree to barn — 
all their Tea- tables, and ſubmit to the homely Re- WM. 


gulations of old Queen Beſs's Maids of Honour, 1 WI | 
promiſe to give 'Them no farther Trouble on this Ko 


Commerce, and conſequently of the Revenue, which M5 


: was to be ſo prodigiouſly improved by this Scheme, 
.. T can go fill farther, and defy _ 
that no 


| Them to prove WM x5. 
art of our Food, in the ſtricteſt Senſe, is ¶ and 
already exciſed. Will They pretend to ſay that MW... 
Boer and Ale, Cyder and Perry are no Part of our 
oo? Can They affirm that Salt is not an abſolute 


is not already under an Exciſe; a Tax, which . af- 


fects not the Great and the Rich only, but the w 
pooreſt Farmer, Manufacturer and Day-Labourer? I near 
Not a Piece of Bacon, ſalted Beef, or Pork can NH 


even a Bit of Bread can They make, without con- 
This, no Doubt, is a 
great Favour to the Landed Interet; and as to 
Navigation, are not all our Ships victuabd with 


What an Eaſe this Tax. muſt be to our . Commerce, 


tives could poſſibly induce our Author to fay that 


found the leaſt Tendency towards a Deſign to exciſe 
any Part of our Food; becauſe That is really gi- 


ving up the Point, and ſufficiently juſtifies all our 
1 JJ ane 5, ol 38 4 x Ss a 66-0 
: ; | * 7 * U. < MS #1854 As 
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(As for entering private Houſes, it appears fen 
what hath been ſaid before that almoſt all the tra- 
ding Part o the Kingdom are already, or would 
have been, fubject to this unwelcome Viſitation, by 
the Execution of the late Scheme. Tt is true, in- 
deed, that the Projector and his Advocates have 
lately been pleaſed to put this vaſt Body of Men 
upon the ſame Foot with Inn-keepers, Vieuallers, 
and Retailers of Geneva, in order to ſubject Them 
to the ſame Laws. The Traders, no Doubt, are 
bighly obliged to Them for this Favour, and T hope 
wil take ſome Opportunity to return it; for, ac- 
cording to this new Doctrine, three Parts of the 
Houſes in England might be entered at Pleaſure, 
and yet the Projefor might continue to inſiſt that 
there was not the leaſt Tendency towards a Deſign | 
io enter any PRIVATE Houvs E. LRN 
But this Point likewiſe will admit of ſome far- | 
ther Examination; for, even private Houſes, ac 1 
cording to the Projeor's Doctrine, are already * W 
under the Laws of Exciſe, in ſome Particulars, 1 4 
mean the Houſes of private Gentlemen and others, 
who live upon their Fortunes, without following 
my Buſineſs; for, not to inſiſt on the Inſpedors of 
the Window-Lights, who very nearly reſemble the 
Officers of the Chimney Tax, let Them look into 
he Act of the 6th of the late King; by which 
no Gentleman can ſend a little Preſent of Brandy, 
Mum, or Arrack, to a Friend, even after He hath 
aid the Duty, without a Permit; which will not 
de granted Him, unleſs He enters his Houſe, and 
hereby ſubjects it to the Viſitation of Exciſemen, 
ike publick Houſes. By the ſame AG, no private 
ntleman can keep above 63 Gallons of any of 
beſe Liquors in his Houſe, without entering #t.— - 
y the Act of the 10th of the ſame King, the 
zxcntleman can have a little Chocolate made in N 
V | | Wd 


: 
OD 


"0 
HS *: 


. 
N 22 - 5 g - - — _ 
* F . I PRES - * ED Iota — rn _ 
22 TD — — — 
. : 3 . y ; 
2 $2 IEA SIRE 4 oe; nt 4 ee — 2 
9 * e — l + cds 
> — 264 , 4 _m_ N 1 i = = 
” 12. err = 


3 


—— 
— 
ol. — 


— 
—— — 
art 4 4 


rn 


* 
9 5 
4 7 
8 * : 
. 7 : a . — 
YT C7 EIS} 
: ts. £ os 2 — . * : "£3 . 2 = of 
2 r Ih ina wg Fe Og ran eb > er - 4 — — — 
Wow REF en v8 . * * 4 Wl, 3 2 bot 72 RE: — — 
— 8 hots ; 


= 
r 
5 e 
UTE” oe 


— ki BE 7% n 

. 
— 2 

> Ie . 


— A . 
e - 
22g)” — r 
1 


PRE 
——— 


G 
1 
— 


_—_— — — 
— 


* 
9341 * 
. 1 
TM 4 ISD 
—— 2 — "er 
q K 2 n 


CGT 


ä 


t 


mw 3 RES 


* 


en wa Notice, as well as ſwearing 10 thy 
ragt up in e to be flamp d. Do not both 
| of can They be ſaid nor to have the Yap. Te 


altogether free from thoſe Laws. In ſhort, 


ſtance of in the whole World, even under the moſt 
nally laid on Fifth and 


without 8 as an fer, ofte 
Quantiiy made, and carrying it to the rea 


theſe Laws, in e, affect private ade 
a ok 4 Deſign ? 1 
his is ſufficient to ſhew that Ce 4 our 
Food, even in the ſtricteſt Senſe of the Word, arc 
already exciſed; and that private Hopes 8 2 


the Projector and his Advocates diſown any D 
of a general Exciſe, They can mean only : 4 = 
— Exciſe, which I believe there is not one In- 


tyrannical Governments ; and if an Exciſe was ac- 

He -ſbmeat, They might a 
well pretend that it had py the leaft Tendency ll a5. 
4 GENERAL Excrs x, becauſe Apples, Eggs, Milt ſis 


or any other Commodities, Ca the ſame Kind de 


might ſtill remain fre. Per 
All theſe Points, concerning a general Exciſ ot 


| have been full <xplain'd before in ſeveral Fi ,;- 


courſes upon t 91 bject; but the conſtant Re- 
petition of the my hings from the miniferidi „„ 
Preſs makes it neceſſary juſt to touch them ova al 
again, in this curſory Manner. 

The Canfiderer affirms, in the ſame Page, tha 
this Method of Collefion bad been tried with un 4 
verſal Approbation, and great Succeſs, upon oil 
Articles; particularly Cottee and Chocolate. 


How ſhameleſs is this Author ? Scarce a Lin _ 


drops from Him without a groſs Falſity, throug by 
the whole Diſcourſe. In the preſent 4 wh 727 


hath been tryed with uni verſe ſal ee H pa- 

the Impudence to call univerſal Approbatini -- 

des, He is Sailer of a mean e 1 8 
drop 


44 


1 


Adtoppiog the Article of Tea, which is known, ta 
baye been run io greater Quantities than ever it 
ss, betore this advantageous Regulation. of the, 
Daies as it is called, was introduced. ws. +, 
He hach the conſummate Folly to add, that the 
Complaint of a general Exciſe was never heard of, 
when a more rigorous Collection was appointed for, 
Cotte and Chocolate, than what was lately pros 
foſed for Wine and Tobacco. —— God knows, 
that Law is rigorous enough; though not more. 
rigorous than the other, which is almoſt a Trans. 
ſcript of it; but L can, give this Author ſeveral 
Reaſons why the Téa- Ad paſs'd ſo glibly at that 
Time, and without ſuch a general. Complaint. as 
hath fince attended the Exciſe Bill. At preſent, I 
vill mention only two. In the % Place, the 
Projector was then in the Meridian of his Glory, 
and rioted in the Plenitude of Power, without 
ſuch an Oppoſition as was neceſſary. to controul and 
defeat his Meaſures. Secondly, the Body of the. 
People were not. fo fully appriz d, at that Lime, 
of the Nature, Conſequences. and. Progreſs. of Ex. 
cifes, as They have been nnce; and therefore 
might be led away by the plauſible Pretence of 
preventing Frauds. But it is well known that the 
Druggi/ts complain d very heavily of it. Indeed, 
one of the miniſterial Advocates had the Aſſurance 
to aſſert, laſt Winter, * that the ſevereft and moſt ob. 
noxious Clauſes in the Tea-Act were adviſed 7 the 


FF 7S 


1 


r 


principal Drug its in Town, who. were conſuited_ 
upon that OC h This obliged the Druggi/is. to 
purge Themſelves from ſo ridiculous an Imputarion, 
by declaring, in all the News-Papers, that They, . 
ſtrenuouſiy oppoſed the Bill; that They petitiond the.” 
Parliament againft it > and when their 21230 ) 
1 ” S f 55 „ iS 4 * : 
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rg dee the Conrant of Saturday Dec. 2. The ſecond Patt of a 
Argument, &c. p. 34, and the Appendix, P. 11. | 
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> 42 ) 
bad the hard Fate to be rejected, The 74 ff 
veral Expedients to make The Law , ee, jos fe ö 
which were undertaken and promiſed by the worthy 
Gentleman, who alone hath the Honour of being 
thought the Projector and Adviſer of it, aud who 
only hath found his Account in it, | 
Neither can it ſurely be forgot that the Drug. 
gifts, Grocers, and other Perſons, dealing in Coffee, 
Tea, and Chocolate, have ſince petitioned the Par- 
liament to be relieved from the Rigour of that 
Law, and had once more the hard Fate to fee 
their Petition rejected. VVV 
We are now come to the Infirations, which 
moſt of the Cities and Corporations in England 
addreſsd to their Repreſentatives, acquainting 
Them with the terrible Conſequences of the late 
| Scheme, and requeſting Them to ſe it. The 
Confiderer ſeems to be highly incens d at theſe ſea- 
ſonable Applications, and raves againſt them for 
ſeveral Pages together, under the Name of poſſtive 
Commands ani authoritatrve Injunctions, which. 
tend to imroduce a new legiſlative Power; to rule 
the Parliament; and govern the Government ; with 
a great deal more ſuch Stuff, which is only thrown 
in to blind the Eyes of the Reader, and perplex 
the Point in Diſpute. 1 | | 
For my Part, I cannot recollect, upon the ſtrict- 
eſt Examination of my Memory, that the Word 
Command, or Injunction, or any Word ſynonimous, 
| br equivalent to it, was made Uſe of in any Part 
| Of rhe OP laſt Winter; nor can J perceive 
in what They differd from meer Repreſentation, 
N and Petition, or from offering their Opinion and 
giving their Reaſons ; which this Author ſeems to 
allow Himſelf. They did not lay any compulſive 
Obligation on the Members to follow them. If 
They had an additional Influence from the ap- 
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that the Projefor hath a Secret of making Corpo- 
rations chuſe Perſons, who act contrary to their 
Senſe and Intereſt ; for let their Fudgment, in theſe 
Caſes, be right or wrong, it cannot be abſolutel 


jected, without infringing their Liberty; and yy” 


would certainly be much better that their Choice 
ſhould be injudicichs, than not free. 
As to the Inſtances, 1 6 

which this Practice may be 
ſitution ; I anſwer in general, that there may be 
Caſes put, where the very beſt Things may be 
tum d to an ill Uſe; that I»frufions from Corporas 
tions have been, and may be, of ſingular Uſe to 
the Cauſe of Liberty, on ſome important Occa- 
How the Inſtance of the Parliament's dishands. 


by our Author, a 


were no Inſtructions from the Country, either for 


wang, © or not disbanding. However, let us 
tftow a Re 


at the ſecond War with France was occaſion' d by 
e Reduction of our Troops, at that Time. 
ell, let us ſuppoſe the Caſe to be ſo; and that 


four. Army bad been kept up; would That have 
lerd the State of Europe tor the better? Was 
ot an Allyance between a King of Spain, of the 
ouſe of Bourbon, and an Emperor of the Auffrian 
amily, the Reaſon of our Counter-Allyance with 
rance ? If therefore an Allyance only was fo dre d- 


— 


for the People ; and I ſhould be very ſorry to ſind 


W 


gerous to our Con- 


ing the Army in King William's Reign comes to be 
twiſted into this Argument, I am really at a Loſs. 
to comprehend ; for if I remember right, there 


a Remark or two on this impertinent Di- | 
preſſion, It ſeems then, according to our Author, - 
rance would have abided by the Partitien Treaty, 


h what would an Union of. thoſe two Crows: Ju , 
e ſame, Prince * thought, accordir to 
| | 4 2 x b © , 
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1 
1 5 
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che Politicks of 172.5? That it was a bloody aud 
 ExpenſFoe War is true; but, at the ſame Time, it 
Was a glorious War; and if one was to reaſon from 
Succeſs, disbanding the Army did not produce any 
real Evil, but the contrary; for the Nation was 
able; in a very little Time, to appear in the Field 
with more formidable Armies than ever before; 
which experimentally verifies an old Obſervation, 
that a Britiſh Monarch, who hath the Command 
of his Subjects Purſe, upon all neceſſary Occaſ- 
ons, can never want Troops. I muſt however own 
that what the Author ſays ought to give us a com- 
fortable Proſpect ; for it the Want - an Army was 


5 Occaſion of a War, in King Nilliam's Time, 
Rope a numerous Army, under the Command of our 
preſent moſt gracious Sovereign, will prevent one 


at preſent. But let us return to the 2 


Right of petitioning and inſiructing their. Members 


It is too well known, by Experience, that Par. 
tiamests are neither infallible, nor impeccable; but 
have ofren run contrary both to the Intereſt and 
Senſe of the People. Now, in ſuch a Caſe, what is 
to be done? 175 me ask theſe Writers, wht 

ther the Members of the Houſe of Commons arc thi 
People's Repreſentatives, or not; and whether, un. 
like all other Deputies and Truſtees, They are abſo 
lutely independent of their Principals and Conf. 
tents? In Anſwer to This, it hath been ſometime 
argucd, that the collective Body of the Pcople 
transfer all their Power to Thoſe, whom They 
chuſe to repreſent Them, and have nothing farthc 
to do in Matters of Government, than to yield a 
implicit Obedience to their Deciſions. But tt 
Fallacy of this Argument hath been fully prov 
from the Nature and Deſign of Parliaments, 1 
well as the Practice ®of all Ages. However, as | 

Sp a koipt, which hath been much controverted d 
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tue Side, to ferve a Tum, and will I hope be tally IM 
eſtabliſhed on the other, for the Sake of pur C ö; 
y be of Uſe to give it a little far- 
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ſtitution, it m 
It is well known by every Body, who hath but 
juſt dipt into our Hiſtory, that Parliamems were 
formerly called on ſome particular Emergence of 
State, and diſmiſs'd as as the Bafineſs was 
over. In thoſe Limes, the People were generally 
apprized of the Occaſion, for which a Parliament 
was called, and therefore were enabled to acquaint 
the Elected with their Senſe of the Matter, before 
They came up to Town. Yet, even in thoſe 
Times, if any Thing unexpected happen d to oc- 


7 - r ce ©Y wes 
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Leave to conſult their Conſtituents, before They 
came to any Reſolutions. Of This there are In- 


them. 8 an EY 
The „r is in the Parliament 9 Edw. 3. * 


« granted of a new KIND, the Commons anſwe- 


« Them. in Truſt, before They. treated of any fuch 


« that He with others about Him ſtood bound 


„ Av 


cur, during their Sitting, They commonly defired 


ſtances in our Hiftories ; but I have lately mer 
with two, which come up fo directly to the Point, 
that I am ſure the Publick will excuſe my quoting 


* when a Motion being made for a Subſidy to be 


« red They would have Conference with Thoſe of 
their ſeveral Counties and Places, who had put 


The other Inftance is in the 1 3th of the ſame 
Reign. „The King declared to the Parliament 


© for furniſhing Him and his Allies in 30,000 l. 
* which He ought to pay, and therefore wanted 
Aid of his Commons to pay the ſame; but the 
(ammons made Anſwer that They knew and 
e 1 55 „% ” > Gaendered © 
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4 tendered the King's Effate, and were ready ts 


; 
/ 


& aid Him; only in this new Device They durſt 


e“ not agree, without farther Conference with 


r their Counties; and ſo praying Reſpite until a- 


«© nother Time, They ee to travel to their 
% Counties, to conſult I hem in this grand Afar. 
From hence it appears that even in thoſe earl 
Times, when Prerogative ran ſo high, and the Na- 
tion enjoyed no Liberty, as Mother Osborne aſſures 
us, the Houſe of Commons would not come into 
any new Tax, of an extraordinary Nature, with- 
out conſulting Thoſe, whom They repreſented, and 
from whom They derived all their Authority. 
If We come down to the Times, when the 
Practice of Jong Parliaments grew in Faſhion, We 
ſhall find the ſame Right exerted, upon ſeveral Oc» 
caſions; and ſurely nobody. will deny that the Ex- 


*erciſe of it grows more and more expedient, in Pro- 


portion to the Length of Parliaments; ſince it is 
impoſſible for the People to foreſee, at the Time 
of Election, what Affairs may come under their 


- Deliberation for ſeveral Years to come, and there- 
fore muſt reſerve their Thoughts to Themſelves 


till ſome Point of Moment is actually brought u 
on the Carpet, or diſcovers itſelf to the Publick, 
and furniſhes Them with Matter of Inflrufion. 
In the Reign of Charles the ad, We meet with 
many Addreſſes of this Kind; in which ſeveral “ 
Counties, Cities and Cortgrations not only return their 


reſpective Members Thanks for their paſt Servi- 
ces, in proſecuting the Authors of the Popifh Plat, 


and the Progreſs They had made in the Excluſion 


Bill; 4c well as their Endeavours to ſecure the Meet- 


ins and Sitting of frequent Parliaments, 20 repeal 


an Ad of the 35th of Elizabeth, in Favour of Pro- 
T7 5 | teſtant 


* See the State Trat of that Reign z Ora Pamphlet, intitle q 
tbe Right of the Britiſh Sal jet. ts Petition; & p. 17. 


f 


-- ls 
RE 
2 . 


. 222 
4 T, . "oF" . 
A " 22 r x a #7 $48 r 9 ie ” K 3 v8 7; 
* W ö E 
5 n . 2 A . * 8 2 N N EC nv 1 1 
7 * 2 "2.5 "is 4 N ; 5 2 I 2 3 
7 A : * — * 7 5 4 


T Ry 8 r 3 ö N l | 3 
? GEE E ; 8 f N 2 N Ks : 8 
3 52 75 e 5 375 * * ox kl 2 r 3 — 4 7 Y 
* 6” 7 5 a 4 7 by - Tf . 2 1 
5, 2 - *. N 8 : 8 7 - 3 bh ö 28 * + : F 
\ * * * a : g : e ** . i 5 8 
FI bs i j 6 ; ; 
n N 
2 72 | 
* J 5 9 a 7 : 
3 : i 
l . * 
N 
N 5 
Eto 1 
ot p . 4 5 
1 A. 
* PY 29 
», ö 5 * - 
„ * . q 1 1 
; * 
* +. 5 
N 


teſtant Diſſenters; to bring the Authors of wicked 
Counſels to condign Puniſhment ; and for aſſertiug 
their undoubted Right of PRTITTONMIN GSE; I fay,: . 
They did not only return their Repreſentatives. 
Thanks for their glorious Conduct, in all theſe 
Points, but exhorted Them to | perſeyere in the 
ſame good Endeavours ; humbly requeſting Them 
not to conſent to any Adoney-BiYl,, till their Erie- 
dances are redreſs d, and even promiſing to ſtand 
by Them, in the Purſuance of thoſe Ends, with 
heir Lives and Fox ruxxs. 
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There was, indeed, a Set of Miſcreants in that 

Age, as well as in ours, who traduced 1his Right 
Petitioning, as ſeditious, and declared an . 
urreney of it; but They received a ſevere Cenſure 

n Parliament, and have been ever ſince branded 
Hiſtory with the infamous Name of Abhorrers. ® - 
Let us now come to the Reign of K. William, 


which the Exerciſe of this Right was again re- 
med. The Caſe of the Kentiſh Petition is well 
down; in which ſeveral Gentlemen of that County - 
dertook to inſtruct not only their own Repreſen- 
lives, but the whole Parliament, in Money- Mat- 
75, This was cenſured by the Houſe, as irregu- 
; and yet ſee how ſome Folks ſhift their Prin- 
les, like their Cloaths, according to the Wea- 
r! For even the Reaſonableneſs of this Petition 
maintain d by ſome of thoſe very People, wo 
treat the late Inſtructions againſt the Exciſe= 
„in which Trade and Liberty were concerned, 
unmknous and ,, nn oo 
in the ſame Reign, the City of 4 London, and 
Borough of Southwark gave very frong Inftru- 
ns of the like Nature to their Members, without 
| Cenſure ; though They entered into a parti 
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ur Detail of the Intereſt of Europe, at that Time, 
and directed their Members, in à pretty gut horita- 
tive Stile, how to behave in the momentous Af. 
fair of Peace and ꝶr. 
0 ought to be obſerved that all #heſe Adareſſi 
ran in Favour of the Court; and I hope it will not 
be maintain d, cven in this Age of Contradictions, 
that the People of England have not the fame 
Right of applying to their Repreſentatives again, 
| the Meaſures. of the Court, when They ſee Occaſion, 
The Right of Petitioning and Infirufing- being 
thus warranted by the Practice of all Ages; it re- 
mains only to be conſidered whether it was pro- 
perly exerciſed, or not, againſt the late Exciſe-Bilj 
and herc, I think, there is but little Room for 
Diſpute; for if this Privilege is juſtifiable at any 
Time, or in any Caſe, it was certainly ſo, on that 
Occation. Shall a wicked Scheme againſt the Trad, 
the Liberty and Property f the Subject be ſet on 
Foot by an audacious Projector, and mult the Peo- 
ple paſſwely ſubmit to it? Shall the Britiſh M.. 
tion, who have ſpent ſo many Millions of Money, 
and loſt fo much Blood, in Defence of their Li 
berties and Conſtitution, fit ſtill and tamely ſuf 
the e genes of Exciſe Laws to be rivettel 
on their Legs by an Inventor of Cruelty, withoul 
any Struggles to relieve Themſelves ? God forbid 
It is their Right, nay it is their Duty, in all ſuc 
Caſes, to impiore #he Protection of Thoſe, wit 
are intruſted with their Liberties, and will ſuppo 
Them, as long as our Conſtitution is preſerved 
They exerted this Right, in the late Caſe, wit 
Prudence and Vigour, and therefore with Succek 
This is not 3 Subject of Joy at preſent, bu 
ought to give Them Comfort, in Times to com 
for I muſt agree with the * Craftsman in hoping 


1 


6 —_ 


tia 
w. +; 


; . 507 1 1 ideen com be revived i in the fame ? 
un and vigorous Manner, upon all 
5 Orcafions. : 


; WI Point fo ſtrenuouſly, T with 


e would conſult one 


tl who not only underſtood our Conftitution as vel 
any Man in England, but had likewiſe the moſt 
BY tender Regard for it; I mean Mr. Lock; one of 
"WE thoſe illuſtrious Writers, with whoſe Bufto's her 


ountry Retirement. I hope therefore that I may 
be permitted to quote two or three Paſſages from 


0 Him, about ci Liberty, without any Otfence, 
5 The * Community, 225 He, perpetually re- 
! tains a ſupreme Power of aving Themſelves from 


« the Attempts and Deſigns of any Body, even 
« of their egiflators, whenever They ſhall be ſo 
4 fqolith, or 0 wicked, as to lay and carry on 
2 Deſigns againſt the Liberties and Properties of 
* the Subj e ; 

In another He ſays, + 0 Whore the Body of 
« the People are Aepried of their Right, either 
© by the Bauer, or | Legiſlative Power, having 
* no. Appeal on Earth, They have a Liberty to 

18 to Heaven, whenever They judge the 

auſe of 9 Moment. 
Again; t The Legiſati ve acts againſt the 


© make Themſelves, or any Part of the Commu- 


* nity, Maſters, or arbitrary Diſpoſers of the 
* Lives, Liberties, or Fortunes of the People. 


e of ce KS . and though Ke 
| Uh ug t 


19 34 Nen civil Government, Cap. 43. Art. % 3: 0 
8 Art. 168. ＋ 16. Cap. 19. Art. 221. 


But ſince the Conf rey 1s Beru! to \ difours this 


ent Majeſty hath . pleaſed to adorn her 
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“ Truft rep noſed 3 in Them, when They endeavour _ 
*'to e the Property of uthe Subjef, and to 
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Theſe are the true Principles of Liberty; the 
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ought not to be put in e wolf in Caſes 
of the utmoſt Extremity; yet They ſhould: be 
conſtantly kept in the Minds of the People; and 


every Man, who endeavours to eraze, or depre- 8 
fiate them, is an Enemy to our Conſtitution, and il 1 
ſaps the Foundation of the preſent Eſtabliſhment, h 
That theſe Iifiructions were enforced by Mena- Ml ;; 
tes and Tumults, as the Confiderer aſſerts, is abſo- WM 1, 
lutely falſe; and therefore deſerves no particular pt 
Anſwer. Popular Inſults upon Ambers of Parlia. Ml ++ 
mem are condemned by all reaſonable Men, as Wl d 
much as our Author. It is however a melancholy p 
AER, when the People begin to loſe their Ml ;. 
Reſpect for an Houſe of Commons, whom They na- 
turally revere as their Protectors; but when Things fc 
are carried within Doors, contrary to the general Ml 7 
Sentiments of Thoſe without, the Populace will be Ml «; 
apt to expreſs their Diflike and Reſentment. It Ml h 
is an old Privilege, or Cuſtom, which They have q 
been in Poſſeſſion of for many Ages; and cannot I h 
bee intirely taken away, without tearing up Liberty WM ,, 
by the Roots at the ſame Time. But alas! the 
Influence, which ariſes from the Voice of the People, Bl p 
is very {mall in Compariſon with That from au- f 


ther Quarter One Whiſper can do more than a 
Thouſand Huzza's. A little Scrap of Paper, in the MW + 
Hands of a Miniſter, hath often had a more perni-· b. 
Cious Influence upon ſome Parliaments, than ail ;; 
hundred Clubs in the Hands of a Mob. Yet ſtil i] 
J am ready to confeſs that all Violence of this k 
Kind ought to be reſtrained ; though it hath of. 
ten proved falutiterous, and preſerved the Liber: f 
ties of popular States. Lo give one Inſtance «fl n. 
mongſt many others, which might be producech i te 
Amſterdum would have been given up to the French ſl ir 
in the laſt Age, had not the Populace very ſea - ¶ t 
ſonably interpoſed. OO. _— 
1 Nothing þ 
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c Nothing renders the Projector more ridiculous 
1 WM than his continual Apprehentions of Plots and Af 
nations; which ſeen: to haunt Him by Nig 
d 2nd by Day, like a bad Conſcience, and diſturb all 
t. his golden Dreams of Power. A few Years ago a 
- WH moſt horrid - Conſpiracy againſt Him was provi- 
= Wl dentially diſcovered by a Penny-Poft Letter, which 
ir put the poor Gentleman into ſuch a terrible Panick, 
that He alarmed his Neighbours at Midnight, and 
as WH durſt not go to Bed, till a ſufficient Guard was 
ly WH planted round Him. Some Time after This, a 
i certain Vow of Deſtruction renewed his Fears, and 
2 reſented a diſmal Scene of Haltars and Axes be- 
I his Eyes; but a little Ruffle in the Court of 
al Requeſts laſt Spring, and the Intelligence He re- 
ceived from a certain Man's Shop, confirm d all 
It bis former Apprehenſions, and frighten d Him 
Vc quite out of his Wits. He now concluded that 
ot i his Time was come. The Caſe of Jurrus C- 
1) WM can ran ſtrangely in his Head, and poſſeſsd Him 
be i with a full Opinion that the Nopes of April would 
prove as fatal to Him, as the Ides of March were to 
3E 1 . * 
1 Therc is a Circumſtance in my Lord Clarendows 
he Hiſtory ſo nearly a-kin to This, that I cannot for- 
l- bear recomme ing it to tho *rojeftor's 0 ( e- & 5 
ſil The Lord Treaſurer Portland, in the Reign of 
his King Charles the I ſt, having unjuſtly deprived Sir 
ol. Julius Cæſars Son of a Place, which was deſigned 
I tor Him, promiſed to make Him Amends, by the 
| next Vacancy in the ſame Office; but happening 
to have a treacherous Memory, like moſt Perſons 
OM in his Station, the Earl of Tulibardine expoſtula- 
ca- ted with Him, in Behalf of his Relation; and, 
: to put Him in Mind of his Promiſe, left a little 
ing Billet, with theſe Words, Remember Ceſar, The 
F Treaſurer 
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7 reaſuret ſhuflled. the Note into FA Pocket, Vith 
out reading it; but finding it ſometime after, * 
Hle was exceedingly oonfounded and - knew not 
what to think of it. He ſent for his Boſom 
Friends, and ſhew'd the Paper to Them. After 
a ſerious and melancholy Deliberation, it was a- 
greed to be the 4 of ſome Friend, 
who durſt not own the Diſcover 155 that it import- 
= ee, againſt his Life; and They al 
knew Cæſur's Fate, by neglecting ſuch Animad- 
verſions. They therefore concluded that He 
mould pretend bo be indiſpoſed and keep his Cham- 
ber all Day; that at Night the Gates ſhould be 
hut early; od that They Themſelves. would ſet 
up with his Lordſhip, and attend the Event. 
J be next Day, the Earl of -Tullibardine»waiting 
upon Him, and asking whether He had remember i 
Cæſur, the whole Plot was diſcovered, and became 
the Jeſt of the Town. 
It is remarkable that this. 55 Io: Story is 
profeſſedly told, as a Proof of that. 77 ae 
Complexion; whom the Lord Clarendon calls a 
Man of B10 Looks, and 5 4 MEAN and ABJECT 
*OPTRIT, . 7 
I have the Pleaſure to add, hiv all the wicked 
Plots againſt our preſent great Man have ended in 
much the ſame Manner. It is true, indeed, that his 
Honour hath been burnt in Effigie, at moſt: of the 
Market-Croſſes in the Kingdom; but this imagi- 
nary Execution (or Martyrdom, it He pleaſes) hath 
done Him no bodily Hurt. He rather comes 
more purity'd out of the Flames, like Gold ſeven 
Times tryed; and is now neee d =gainſt al 
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But as to perſonal Aſaſſinations, it L were wore 
thy to adviſe Him, there ſhould be a total Silence 
on that; Head; for it is my firm Opinion that ſuch 
continual: Complaints and Manifeſtations of Fear are 
very impolinick, as well as ridiculous. If his Con- 
ſcience will not ſuffer Him to reſt - in Quiet, He 
ought at leaſt to conceal his Uncalineſs, as much 
as poſſible, from common Obſervation. Cromwel, 
who had many real Plots againſt Him, could not 
be without ſome. Apprehenhtions, and We are told 
that He took proper Precautions to arm Himſelf 
againſt Danger; but He had too much Spirit to 
fink under his Fears, and too much Wiſdom to 
give his Enemies any Encouragement, by diſco- 
yering them. e 323 
Let us now proceed to another Courſe of Falſe- 
hood and Prevarication; for notwithſtanding all 
the Con/iderer's Aſſertions, it appears very evident- 
ly from the Conduct of the Gentlemen, who oppoſed 
is be late Bill, that They were as defirous of finding 
1's WW out ſome proper Method. to prevent Frauds, as He, 
vdo projected it and endeayour'd to cram it down 
cr the Throats of the Parliament, as well as the Peo- 
ple. Becauſe They were againſt curing one Mi. 
cd chief by another. infinitely-worſe, does it follow that 
in They were againſt preventing it at all? What is 
his alledg d, on this Head, is ſo far from being true, 
the that had the Projector intended nothing elſe but 
12gi- N Dreventiug Frauds, all Parties declared Themſelves 
ath ready to give Him their Affiſtance ; but, to uſe 
mes the Author's own Words, it was Res integra in- 
ven Ndeed; all or nothing: | - The farther Extenſion of 
Exciſe Laws, and - Multiplication of Officers were 
evidently the favourite Objects in Purſuit, how- * 
eyer the Projector might endeavour to diſguiſe 
them; and I will venture to affirm that nothing is 
more dangerous to popular Liberty than Both; for 
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ing, in a very extraordinary Manner. 
DO W Why did the oppoſing Party reject dhe whole 
. VVV 


Berties. | 


3 


penal Laws, if executed, keep the People in a State 
of ſervile Awe and Subjection. If not executed, 
They are ſtill worſe ; ſince Impunity-muſt be pur. Ml © 
chaſed by ſome abject Complaiſance to the Mini- 
fer, or his Tool ; and, perhaps, at the Expence of 
a whole Nation. - 5 "oe 

Here the Con/iderer repeats his former Obſer- 
vation, that if the Bill was not abſolutely perfes, 


it was read but once; ſo that any Alterations might 
Have been made in the Committee; and, in order 


to prove that the Gentlemen in the Oppoſition had 


no other Intention than to diſtreſs the Admini- Ml © 
frration, We are told that They rejected the whole Ml © 
Bill, without propoſing any other in its Room; 
that They left the Nation under the ſame at- 


knowledg'd Frauds ; that a Committee was pro 
poſed, indeed, to enquire into theſe Frauds, but not 
zo prevent hem; that this Motion was made near 
the End of the Seffion; and that They have made ; 
wo other Propoſal, even to 11s Day. —— Now, 
the Grounds of this complicated Charge will be 
ſeen clearly enough, by ech the ſeveral Parts of 
it into Queſtion and Anſ wert. 
. Why was the Exciſe-Bill read but once ? 
Becauſe the Projeffor put off the ſecond Read- 


A. Becauſe it ſeem d calculated, in every Part 
of it, to deſtroy our Trade, and ſubvert our Li- 


©. Why did They propoſe no ot her Method to prevent 
Frands, befides a Committee to enquire into them il 
oC Becauſe They thought an Enguiry the mot 
likely Method to dere them; and that They 
could not be prevented, without being firſt detectel 
9. Why did They make this Motion fo late i" 
the Fear? | ; Becauſe 


” 


5) 


A. . They could not do it ſooner ; That 
W is, before the Fats of the Exciſe-Bill was Known. | 
N. Why did not They do ſomething afterwards 
in this Aﬀair? 
A. Becauſe rhe Affair was taken out of their | 
Hands. | 
. Why was the Court-Liſt carried? 
Becauſe They were the Majority. 
5 How came They to be the Majority? 
n, who met at the * know | 


ar” was there not 72 much as one of the 
TE” arty put into the Court Lift, to be 4 Wit 
* at 9 5 their Proceedings? 

They did not like any ſuch Company. 
5 not the e Projector often defy'd Them to 
enter into 4 firi& Examination of his Actions? 

); 

DO. What isa fri Examination? | 
A. An Enquiry made by a Committee of his 
5 He 2 1 ft | 

hy did the oppoſing Pa nothing after 
Rake un had woe err 3 . g 

A. Becauſe the Parliament was prorogued. 
L Why have 7 boy made no other Propoſal, xv EN 
i 79 rurs Dar ? ; 
oy A. Becauſe the Parlioment bath not met _ 
vole de do Buſineſs. _ 

Let any Man of common Senſe read what our 
part Author ſays upon this Head, and He will find it 
II fairly ſtated and anſwer d as above. 

8 But ſince the Conſiderer calls out fo loudly for ſome 
ven Method to prevent Frauds, I will put Him in mind 

n of one, which hath not only been often mentioned, 
ot dut found by e to be the only eflectual 
They Remedy for that Diſtemper ; I mean the Reduction 
n 7 7 Duties; for as the e Heghr 79 the Duties is the 
WOE res Temp- 
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Temptation to Fand, take away that Temptation 
by lowering the Duties to a reaſonable Degree, an 
Fraud will decay of Courſe. We have an In- 
ſtance of This in the Article of Pepper; which 
Higb, and hath brought in a conſiderable Sum, 


ſince it was reduced. —— But there is a much later 


Experiment of the Succeſs attending Jow Duties, 
in the Caſe of Brandy. I am inform'd that when 
French Brandy paid the whole Duty appointed by 
Act of Parliament, it never produced aboye 1000}, 
per Ain. communibus aunis ; but being afterwards 
imported from Dunkirk, by Connivance 'or other. 
wile, under the Denomination: of Flemiſh Brand), 
and paying a much Jes Duty on that Account, it 
produced about x 20,0001, per Ann. though moſt 
of the Out-Ports of the Kingdom were not acquair- 
ted with this Secret; in which Caſe the Put) 
would certainly have produced a great deal more. 
Ae 3 indeed, theſe Duties are put under 
another Regulation, the Conſequence of which Time 
only can diſcover. But This is ſufficient to ſhew 
that the Redimtion of heavy Duties is the only ef. 
fectual Method to prevent Frauds; and That was 
my only Reaſon for mentioning it. 
It is fo common a Practice with theſe Writers to 
miſquote and falſify the Arguments of their Oppe- 
nents, that it may be thought needleſs to expoſe it 
any farther ; but there is one Inſtance of this poor 
Artifice ſo very abandon'd, that it ought at leaft 
to be pointed out to the Publick. —— The Craftf- 
man is repreſented as reaſoning, in his Paper of 
Augnft the 4th, that a People, who pay in Taxes 
foe Millions a Tear, ſhould By No MEANS REGARD 
five hundred thouſand Pounds. But upon looking 
into the Paper quoted tor this Aſſertion, I found 
the Paſſage Land thus. Let us ſuppeſe, againſt all 


* 


ſent 
Cat 
by 
is Jt 

the 


5 


th without 8 Comment. I ſhall therefore NR 


mer Poms, © 


re. to ſome « 


ler How the Tax upon CaNxDLES, and the Demo- 
ne fition of DuxkIRk came into this Queſtion, I an- 
not comprehend; for however hard the Tax upon 
ef. ¶ Cnales may be to the Poor, it is not one of thoſe 


vas £xci/es, which follow the Retailer into every Corner 


of the Kingdom; nor was it originally laid for 


to wer, as it is now continued. A great deal of Com- 


be- paſſion is expreſs d for the Poor, upon this Occa- 
it Non; but what ſignify fair Words? Let the Au. 


dor r Patron, I need not ſay adviſe, or concur in 


aft I taking this Duty off, but only ſuffer it to be done; 
fif- Jud the Poor will ſoon find Themſelves relieved. 


of It will then be time enough to reproach Thoſe, who 
et I firſt laid it on; but it is very ridiculous at pre- 


bent, whilſt it continues in the long and melancholy 
ing Catalogue of our perpetual Taxes. _ 8 
and . The Conſiderer s wile Digreſſion about Dunkirk 
all Is juſt like the Braying of Sancho Pancha, when 


the Knight, his ret. endeavouring to pacity 
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the braying Villagers ; the Conſequence of which 
Was, that it renewd the Rage of the Multitude, to vi 
the inexpreſſible Danger of Himſelf and the Knight. ; 


If I was as deeply engaged in the Service of anc. WM ſha 
tber Knight as He is, 1 ſolemnly declare that 1 85 
would never ſo much as mention Dunkirk, nor ut- © 
| + ter one Word about ixglorious Treaties ; for I am hn 
= very ſure that Dunkirk was to be no longer a Poxr, hy 
according to the Treaty of Utrecht; and I am full . 
as ſure that it is now a Port, navigable by Ships 15 
of great Burthen. I need ſay no more. 11 
After a good deal of this old, ſtale Cant about 
former Minifters, the Conſiderer ſums up the Caſe 
in the ſame impartial Manner as He ſtated it at 
| firſt, and enters into a long Strain of Panegyrick 
\ FE on the Gentlemen on his $ige, both on Account of 
= their propoſing and dropping the Bill. I think it 
would have been more proper to put it GenTLt- 


. MAN in the /ngular Number; or, at leaſt, Gxx- 
TLEMEN, in the Greek dual Number; for I don't 
1 believe there were above Two PERSONS in the 
WG whole Kingdom, who were heartily concern'd for 
* the Succeſs of it; I mean the Projector and his 


Brother; though many of their Creatures had juſt 
Cauſe to reſent their giving it up, after They bad 
been dragg'd through the Mire, in the Proſecution 
of it. But let us take the Author's own State of 
1 this Caſe. It ſeems then that as theſe two honou- 
F rable Gentlemen had no other Deſign in propojing 
oe Bill than mcerly the publick Good, fo their 
departiug from it was an Ad of ſingular Modeſty 
aud Coniplyance with the Prejudices of the People.— 
1 t am always pleaſcd to fee any Inſtances of Modeſty 
* and Complpauce; which are ſomewhat extraordi- 
nary, as the Con/iderer rightly obſerves, in a great, 
evergrown Minifter ; but was This really the Caſe, 
with Regard to the Exciſe-Bill? J am afraid there 
was a little Spice of private Intereſt both in the 
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ſhall preſently make appear. 


In the mean time, it deſerves our Notice that 


the Confiderer grows quite ludicrous upon this ex- 
traordinary Inſtance of his Patron's fingular Mode- 
% and drolls upon it in a moſt unſutterable Man- 
eer. Such an Example, ſays He, is of great Im- 
gortance in ENGLISH HisToky.——— Yes, no 


Name with great Advantage to Poſterity. Me- 
thinks, I can foreſee pretty exactly what Hiſtorians 
wil ſay of it, and am almoſt tempted to anticipate 


ſhining 1 in our Annals, and tranſmit his 
8 


x Them, I am ſure, it would prove an agreeable 
" Weatertainment to the Publick; and, perhaps, fur- 
* Which Matter of uſefal Admonition to the Projefor 
* Wiimſelf ; but I am loth to ſhock his Sngular Ma- 
a % fo much at this Time; and ſhall therefore 


ave it to Thoſe, who write the Hiſtory of the 
reſent; Age. | „ 


0 He makes Uſe of the ſame pleaſant Style, with 
ju delation to T hoſe, who oppoſed and ere the 
% Aſier all This, fays He, what do They 
ra ? Do They take Shame ta Themſelves, aud ask 


ardon of their injured Country? This is another 
nſtance of ren Medefty, and ſhews that the 


% WrojeGor and his Advocate are wall match'd. — 
10 ut for what ſhould They take Shame to Them. 
25 bes? Why, for having gain'd a compleat Victo- 

12 over a Man, who hath always boaſted that He 


ardon of their Country? Why, for having reliev'd 


r theſe Gentlemen are not aſhamed to perſiſt in 
k inſolent Triumphs, /inftca4 of humbling Thems 
. ſelves 
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doubt, this. Circumſtance of his Life will make a 


as invincible ? — For what ſhould They 4 


hem from a Burt hen, which neither They nor their 
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Alas! how can He grudge the People thoſe fey 
Occaſions, which his Patron affords Them of gra- 


_ Privilege for any Miniſter, and too great 1 


- Riftbility. In this Inſtance, methinks, the Projetor 
is more like Nero than Julius Ceſar, by ſetting the 
Whole City in a Flame, and ſuffering no Body to 
be merry at the Bonſire but Himſelf 


at preſent. The State of Affairs, both at home and 


have been of no perſonal Advantage to the Pro 
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ſelves before the Nation, according to our Author; 
Fern en ts OS 


He ſeems extremely angry at | the publick 00 
which was expreſsd, upon the Defeat of the Bill 


tifying that Paſſion? It is very hard to engrols al 
the Mirth, as well as all the Power, of the King. 
dom to Himſelf. A Monopoly of Laughter is too 


ſtraint upon rational Creatures, who are diftin- 
guiſh'd from the reſt of the Creation by their 


It would be breaking an old Cuſtom, if the Gen 
tlemen in the Oppoſition were not charged with An 
bition, as the principal Motive of their Proceed 
ings; though if by Ambition is meant e of 
miniſterial Power, I verily and ſincerely believe that 
there never was leſs of it in any Oppoſition tha 


abroad, is not ſo very alluring, nor the Fortune 
of theſe Gentlemen ſo deſperate, nor the 3 0 
their own Abilities ſo conceited, as to make The 
ſacrifice their preſent Eaſe to the Thirſt of Powe 
at ſuch a Conjncture. No Man ever, took tht 
Helm in a Storm, from a Motive of Ambition, tho 
the Proſpect of Danger might induce Him not tl 
decline it, for the Sake of common Safety. _ 
He now reſumes his Panegyrick on the Cent! 
men, who form'd the Scheme. Here were no pn 
vate Views, lays He, uo perſonal Advantage, i 
particular Friends to oblige —— How, Sir? Woul 
the Nomination of a vaſt Multitude of neu Officer 
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Places” ? Were no Perſons to 
be fayoured with them, who have Votes, or Inte- 
reft, 1 in Boroughsapd Cor rations? Would not the 

mmendation of any Lord, or 3 of Pare 
liament, in Behalf of their Friends, have been ac» 


cepted: 28 peculiar Difintereftneſs and Inte- 


grity is all This? Nothing but the publick Good, 


nothing but the Welfare * our Conftitutian, Ace 
cording to the Con/iderzr's Way of Reaſo was 
he] Del va, ae End of this he ene. Bill. What 


atuation therefore. muſt all the People 


be ler, that no og belides Hackney Writers, | 


or Men in Office, ſhould drayy their Fam in 
of it; that not one Perſon in the whale Kingdom, 
except the the go F 7 Tools of the ProjeSor, or 
ofe W under his Influence, ſhould pre- 
ſume to juſtif) 22 Hg Bil}, after it was publickly 


hon; 3 nay, that cven ſome of Theſe ſhould admit, 
5 in priyare Conyerſation, that it was a Plan of 
oer, 


Awe, as well as the rage in due Power 
Dominion over the Pe ple ? 29 


. if it is true 7 the Projcor bd us pri- 
vate Views nor propoſe 
to Himſelf 


anſwer us 2 plain 


al Advantages 
auſe, to train t 
ces, by taking up their 


Vote to diese of, according to Order? 
It is very remarkable that the Go 


not f one Word in Juſtification of his Patrou s 
* rd i * Aﬀlericn, 
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jellar and Executor of ie Was there do Vier of 


ted to keep furdy Beggars in — a 
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propoſed any "9, pet 

by this Scheme, He would do. well to. 
neſtion or two, Why was the 

Salt-Officers 98 voting at 
Elections, rejected? And are there no Inſtances of 

Exciſemen, and other Officers, or Dependents on the 
Kevenue, even ſo low as WaTERMEN, Who have 
been obliged to qualify Themſelves, for, their Pla- 
Freedom, or. buying a. 
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Aﬀertion, that no more thay 15 adlitonal Officer 
_ would be neceſſary to put his Sc 


| | us Scheme in Execution, 
This is another Point, like That of Jun is, which 


the Projector ſeems deſirous to have pals ſub Silentio, 


T have ſeen a Calculation of the Number of Gffcers, 


that would have been requiſite to this Purpoſe, ag 


well as the Expence of Them to the Publick; 
which far cxceeds what is commonly apprehended, 
or even conceived, upon this Head. But taking 


it for granted that 1 50 would have been ſufficient, 


the Number of Perſons, who would have been ſub- 


ject to Them, ought likewiſe to be conſidered; 


nay, That, indeed, is the main Point, with Re- 


gard to Liberty ; for I will venture to affirm that 


if fifty Officers were capable of executing ſuch a 


* 
F 


Power over the whole Nation, it would ſerve the 
Purpoſes: of arbitrary Power as well as if there 
. A 

What che Conſiderer therefore ſays, concerning 


the Benefits gof Liberty and our preſent Eftabliſh- 
ment, are "ſtrong Motives for oppoſing. any ſuch 


Schemes, and the fulleſt Juſtification of "Thoſe, who 
lately diftingaiſh'd "Themſelves fo vigoroufly and 


gloriouſly againſt. the ProjeFor. ©. . 
In turning over Hiſtories, I have obſerved the 


Progreſs of a prime Minifter, and am ſatisfy'd that 
ſome great Men, poſſeſſed both of good Intentions 
and Capacities. to ſerve their Country, have been 
forced by ſome utfortunate Circumſtance to turn 


them to contrary Purpoſes, But Inſtances are in- 


. fintrely more numerous of Mini ſters „ Whoſe 
Heads, or corrupt Hearts, have pro- 
uin of their Maſters, as well as their 


3 
ved the J 


« 


' Cruntry.. Abſolute Miniſters are hated, even in ar- 
 bitrary Governments, becauſe their Meaſures muſt | 
always be oppreſſive; but ſuch. a Poſt being in- 
eonfiſtent with the Nature of a free _— 
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the Exerciſe of it muſt be attended with farther. 
Difficulties and Oppoſition to. Thoſe, who poſſeſs 

it. Their Ambition and Want of Moderation in 
amaſſing Wealth, ſoon render Them the Objects 

of general Hatred. Againſt this popular Odium the 
Prince's Favour is their only Protection. The Court: 

ia Kind of Sanctuary to Them; and though They 

may be capable of adviſing the beſt Meaſures, their 
Crimes put Them under the Neceſſity of comply- 

ing with the worſt, if They are found expedient. 
As They are attack d by the People, and ſupported 
by the Prince, They naturally conclude that They 
cannot leſſen the Power of the former, nor increaſe 
That of the latter too much; from whence it hath 
ſometimes come to paſs that a blundering, odious 
Minifter hath proved the Inſtrument of arbitrary 
Power; and, what is ſtill more ſtrange, under a 
Prince, who had no Deſign to enſlave his People; 
bor ſuch a Prince may be conſcious to Himſelf that 
g he intends no ill Uſe of his Power ; bat there is 
Jn 


TP. SFMT we”. 


hardly any Prince ſo very ſ{elf-denying as to decline > 

b Power, which is play d into his Hands. Beſides, A 
O Power is never ſtationary, but progreſſive or re- 4 
d Witrograde ; and thus it hath frequently happened $ 

that a good Prince hath arrived at ſuch a Pitch of ß 
ne Power, as was never hoped for by Himſelf, nor ap= * .* 
at.  Wprehendee % EY "i 
ny How far This might have been our Caſe, by + _ | 


the Execution of the late Scheme, let the Reader: 1 | 
determine. In natural Conſtitutions there is a Dif- 
erence between Death and a Diſeaſe. God forbid 
ſhould fay that our Liberties are deſtroyed, as _ Y 
the Conſiderer repreſents me! ar. they long be 
reſerved, under our preſent moſt gracious Sove- 
eign, and his Family! But ſurely an honeſt 'Zeal 1 
or ſecuring this Bleſſing invaluable and, if once 
Wolt, recoverable, if it were even miſtaken, does "FI 
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not deſerve that opprobrious Language and hard 
Treatment, which it meets. er e Day. 1 5 
muſt likewiſe put the Author in Mind that the out- 
ward Form of a Government may be preſerved, IM 
when the Life is gone; and if there ſhould be any t 
Grumblers in ſuch 4 State, I doubt not They WM) 
would be anſwered in the Words of our Author; . 
ir not the Nation, in every Inſtance, governed by Law, WW . 
the' Property of the meaneſi Subje# ſecured. from all I 
Encroachments ; Liberty, both civil and religious, \ 
Pe without any Violation? I believe it will MW” 

e hard to prove that Tiberius ever broke any Law, © 
in his publick Acts. Indeed, why ſhould He; 


when He had a Senate, that made and paſſed Sen- 
tences by Law, according to his Pleaſure? This p 


is not our Caſe at preſent, and I hope never will; 
but I muſt infiſt upon it that the Authors Way th 
of Reaſoning and his Patrons Schemes have, a 
direct Tendency to it. To ſpeak impartially WW 
and plainly, our Conſtitution ſeems to be nei 
ther in perfect Health, nor under an incurable Diſ- 
eaſe ; and if Thoſe, who tend it either in or out 
of Parliament, would be perſuaded of a moſt cer- WS 
tain Truth, that the private Intereſt of Themſelves f 
and their Poſterity is neceſſarily and 1 : 
connected with the publick Intereſt, all Lhings 
would preſently go well. Es ; 
It is farther inſinuated that nobody oppoſed this 
hnpeful Project but Facobites and Enemies to the Wh. 
Proteflant Succeſſion. — am ſorry to hear it with f 
all my Heart; for if This is really the Caſe, the I" 
Pretender muſt have a prodigious Party indeed; 
and We ſhould be obliged (as Mrs. Osborne ob- Ne, 
ſerves) to ſupply the Want of NATURAL STRENGTH 
with GREAT ART. But, I thank God, this Inſi- 
nuation is abſolutely groundleſs. Every Body 
knows that the Bil} was oppoſed by the trueſt 
| 1 85 . Friends 


* 


wy 


| Friends of Liberty, and by Men of all Denominas = 
tons, except the Paprsrs; who might naturally 
with it Succeſs as a Scheme, which tended fo alienate 
ie Affections of the People from his preſent Ma- 
4 jeſty, and was the moſt probable Method of paving. 
me Way for an Event, which I dread to name. 
Type laſt Point to be conſidered is; whether the - 
> WW Nation is obliged to the Projector for bis ſingular 
„ WW Modeſty in dropping the Bill; and whether it is 
n % actually laid afide, or only ſuſpended till a more 
v. cento Opportunity of puſhing it imo Execution. 
. i the firſt Place, it is neceſſary to conſider the. 
1. Progress of this Affair from its firſt Conception to 
1 the preſent Time; for I muſt obſerye that it was. 
1. {oo /udder Expedient, accidentally ſtarted to ſupply 
2 {tbe current Services of the Government, inſtead of 
Jy a Land- Tax, as the Projefor and his Advocates. 
1 pretend; but a deliberate, ſettled Scheme, Which 
84 hath been laid many Years, and was to be execu- 
ye. rd by Degrees, as Opportunities offered, and the 
out Nation could be drawn into it. About ten Years 
or. $59) the Projeor gain d a ' conſiderable Step, by 
ves es Exciſe on Coffee, Tea and Chocolate. Some Time 
bl after This, a notable Treatiſe was publifhed, inti- 
# 4 led & an Eſſay on the publick Debts of this Ring- 
- Won, Sc. which was particularly patroniz d by the 
this Necker, and contain d an elaborate Recommenda=- 
the ion of the ſame Scheme. Nay, it is even ſaid that 
wich be Perſon, whowrote this Piece, had the peculiar, 
the Flonour of drawing up the late Bill, and hath recei= 
ed; Ned ſome other Marks of Favour for his Services 
he o the Publick. In the Year 1730, the Exciſe upon 
Fg Falt was revived, under the Pretence of taking off 
Inſi- Ne Shilling in the Pound on tand; and the Pre- 


egor declared, at the ſame Time, that if Gentle- 
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men would come into ſome proper Regulations in 
.the Manner of colleFing the publick Revenues, He 
would undertake to caſe 'Them from the other 
Shilling. This was preſently underſtood to mean 
an Exciſe ; which alarm'd the City of Loudon and 
the whole Nation to ſuch a Degree, that They pe- 
titioned their Repreſentatives, in the moſt earneſt 
Manner, to oppoſe any ſuch Deſign, and took all 
other prudent, Methods to defeat it, before the 
Parliament met laſt Year. Yet ſtill the Projedcy 
perſiſted in his Scheme, againſt the Senſe of the 
whole Nation, and the Advice of his beſt Friends, 
The dreadſul Apprehentions of the People, which 
_ ſufficiently maniteited Themſelves upon this Occa- 
ſion, were fo far from ſofteping his Mind, or al- 
_ tering his Purpoſe, that They ſeem'd to add new 
Vigour to his Reſolutions, and determine Him not 
to give Way. At laſt, indeed, when his boaſted 
Majority was dwindled down to Sixteen from Sixty- 
one, He began to look about Him, and found it 
_ neceſſary to prevent another Diviſion, if poſſible. 
He therefore moved to adjourn 8 reading 
of the Bill for a Month ; but ſome Gentlemen, who 
were not altogether fatisfy'd with this Expedicnt, 
=> m_g a longer Day, and ſo the Matter ended laſt 
It is not my Buſineſs to diſpute the Regularit 
| q His Condi, upon this Occaſion; but 1 cannot 
ce any peculiar Modeſty, or great Merit in it; tor 
though his Advocates are pleated to declaim very 
floridly upon it, as an Inſtance of his tender Re- 
gard for the Twclinations, and even the Prejudices i 
the People; there are other Perſons as fagacious a 
They, who believe no ſuch thing; but are full 
convinced that his Complyance was owing to 
very ſtrong Probability, nay almoſt a Certainty 
that if the Bi/] had been puſl'd any farther, ; 
5 6 Von 
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to preclude the Revival of it; whereas . 1 
journing the Order of the Day, the B s=only 7 


ſuſpended for a Lime, and may be reſumed 
ſome other Occaſion. _ INN 


* 
7 


That This was the Projector's Senſe of the Mat 
ter, appeared from his own: Mouth; for at the 
ſame Time that He moved for adjourning the far- 
ay, MS * 
expatiated very largely on the ts, it, | 
and plainly intimared that He choſe this Method, 
in order to prevent its being intirely rejected. 
The fame View is farther eyident from the Wri- 
tings of his Advocates, ever ſince; and is even ex- 
prelly acknowledged by two of Them. One, * who 
ſeems to be a very pretty Writer, extolls the Wife 
dom of this Expedient in the following Terms. 
The Circumſtance therefore of 22 it 
“J have always look'd upon one of the moſt lively 
« Expedients, that could have been imagined. In 
«the firſt Place, it was a Proof, as hath been ſaid 
«© before, of the ſincere Concern of the Miniſiry for 
« the Inclinations of the People. Secondly, it pre- 
«. vented the Triumpbs of the Oppoſition, in sEr- 
„ TING IT INTIRELY ASIDE; and thirdly, it Jeft 
4% Door ftill open for the REVIVAL OF THE 
« SCHEME, when Party-Spleen and fflkinterefted 
« Views are better reconciled to the publick 
Good, and perhaps for the Bills themſelves to be 
more ſucceſsfully adapted to the Bufmneſ$ of the 
« State, and the Humour of the Nation. © 
The other Writer, having likewiſe paid his Com- 
pliments to the Scheme, proceeds in theſe remark». 


able Words. —« Therefore I think the Mir 
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60 inexcaſeatic for giving up to Noiſe and Fadtion 


« a Projed, ſo viſibly beneficial to the Publick; 


but T hope that the Deen is not ABSOLVTELY 


8 


ce 75 PROROGU . 


« LAID ASIDE, and that the Execution of it only 
Here are two plain Declarations. without any 


8 


Diſguiſe, ſince the Bill was dropt, that there is a 
Defign of bringing it on again, whenever a favou- 
rable Conjuncture ſhall offer it ſelf; and notwith- 
ſtanding the wretched Sophiſtry of our Author, it 
is very plain that the ſame Deſign ſtill ſubſiſts; 
for though He repeats his Aſſertion, almoſt in 
every Page, that the Scheme is intirely laid aſide, 


and given up for ever; yet He is. perpetually la- 
bouring to ſhew the Advantages of it, and what 


2 terrible Loſs the People have ſuſtained by the 
d, the whole Piece is ſuch a 
confus d Jumble of filly Blunders, Inconſiſtencies 
and Contradictions, that I am fully confirm'd in my 
Conjecture, concerning the Author, The very Spi- 


* 


85 of Caxus breathes in every Line; and the 
Subſtance of all his Reaſoning may be ſumm d up 


in the following Speech; which I ſuppoſe intend- 


lectors. 


I cannot deny, dear Foy, that I yotcd for the 
„ Exciſe-Bill laſt Seſſion, and you are very angry 


CC with me for it, : and tell Me. faith-! that y Ou 
ill not chuſe me again. Now That is very 


<« barbarous, Honey; for o'my Shoul, if you will 
*© but truſt me for ſeven Years more, I will never 


« put you in ſuch a Paſſion again. Not but 
“ this ſame Exciſe is a very fine Thing; and I am 


„ ſure,” Honey, you cannot ſubſiſt without it; yet 


66 for all That, I will be againſt it, becauſe you 
60 were angry; but if you don't chuſe Me again, 
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„Jam againſt it; and how. much 1 pre 
4 Favour to the Good of my Co 
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. n you hn g 
un??? 
al Reader of mis jm 


« -me — nor you, and aſſure me that you will 


« mo nee on for 3 1 How 


« . in the —— 


« deteſts it LT his Hear, and therefore . 


it is of che lad 1 to the 
People to e 2 Blow to this Scheme, the 


Prajector is certainly obliged by Intereſt, Honour, 
Duty and Conſcience to purſue it. I believe, bis | 


beſt Friends will not deny that it was the Sheet- 
Anchor: of his future Power; and now, the Cable 
being cut, He finds Himſelf at Sea in blowing 


Weather. In the next Place, I leave the World to 


judge how far Honour and Reputation (which are 


Power to a  Minifter ) may engage Him to 


carry on the ſame Project. Can there be a greater 
Subject of Triumph than to get a Scheme, which 


had been explodec with ſo much Contempt, , paſ'd' 
by a large Majority in a new Parliament? Can a 


Man of Spirit 4 any Thing more at Heart 
ſuch a Vide 


ſway d dy any — Motives, yet, if He is ſincere 
in his Manifeſto, nothing ought to divert Him 
rom a e war with fo Oe e to 
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| | ol it is 
reſented ini this Speech; and I think n 
honeſt 1 'recholder may anſwer it in the following 
ſhort and plain Manner. Sir, you defire 


in the very Field, 'where He beten N 
received, . fo ignal a cat Suppoſi ing Him un- 
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his Country, by putting an End to (a) Frauds, 
and Gers the keaith of”: 1 ; Mn | 
Subjects from the wicked Machinations of Coopers 
and Wine-Brewers; by improving the Revenne, and 
_ ealing the Land- bolder, without hurting the reſt of 
the Nation; by curing (c) Facobitiſin amongſt the 
Gentry, enriching the Clergy, and in Time reliey- 
ing the (4) Poor from their moſt burthenſome 
Taxes; à Project, which exacteth nothing from 
the (e) Conſumer, but what He pays already, and 
at once removes all the (5) Inconveniences com- 
plain d of in the preſent 3 Laws ; which tends 
to the Improvement of Truth and Morality by pre- 
venting (s) Perjury ; and would raiſe up a Monu- 
ment o 00 Popularity to Himſelf. ———1 ſay, 
one muſt ſuppoſe the Projector not only wretchedly 
timorous, but even profligate, ſhould He be pre- 
vaild upon by any Conſiderations to abandon a 
Scheme, fraught with ſo many Advantages to his 
nate Coty: K OO LIM 
Why need I ſay more? Hath it been once own'd 
fince the Bill was dropt, that puſhing it in a Man- 
ner ſo diſagreeable to the Nation was a wrong 
Meaſure? Have not the Advantages of the Scheme 
heen preferred even to the Affections of the Peo- 
ple? Is it not ſtill recommended in every miniſte- 
rial Pamphlet and Paper? Is not all the Machi- 
nery of the ging? 2.9 to procure Seats tor 
Thoſe, . who gave Him their Affiſtance ? Nay, 
are We not told in the News-Papers that the 
good People of Malmsbury, Calne, and ſome o- 
ther Boroughs, have been lately ſpirited up to 
_ diftinguiſh "Themſelves, by drinking the Healths 
of thoſe glorious Patriots, who voted for the Eu- 


ſe 
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of the People 
Def, 


May decent 
upright 
upon ſuch Mo- 


der 
Men in a general Deſign 8 and 
our Conſtitution. This is the greateſt 
which could poſſibly happen to Great Britain, and 
I hope will be . to the beſt Advantage at 
the enſuing Election. N . 
The Confiderer having prefaced his Piece with a 
Paſſage from the Tragedy of Cato, I ſhall conclude 
mine with another from the ſame Play ; I mean 
Cato's Anſwer to Decius, when He deſires to know 
upon what Terms Cæſar may purchaſe his Friend- 
ſhip. The Roman Patriot replies in theſe Words, 
which the Projector and his Advocate may apply as 
They pleaſe. VV . 


id Him disband his Legions, 
Reflore the Commonwealth to Liberty, © 
Submit his Actions to the publick Cenſure, 
And ſtand the Fudgment of a Roman Senate. 
Bid Him do This, and Cato is his Friend. 
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